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Notices & thanks
Drop-in Party

certainly enjoyed having you all with us.
Thank you all for the beautiful cards, the
good wishes and the unexpected gifts. At
times like this you realise how fortunate
you are to know so many lovely people.
Thank you all for being there for us. Our
love to you all.

Bob and Nel Hain will be hosting a dropin party at their home, 16 Busby Close,
on Saturday 19 September from 12noon
until 4pm. Please accept this as an open
invitation to attend our buffet luncheon
and please, no gifts or flowers BUT there
will be a receptacle for donations to a
charity in Zimbabwe called The Sethule
Trust, which is run by friends of ours in
Bulawayo and carries out splendid work
in very difficult circumstances. We look
forward to seeing you!

Avis & Alan

Village Hall AGM
The Village Hall Committee will be
holding their AGM on Monday 5 October
at 8pm in the Clubroom. We would like to
invite users of the hall to attend as we are
looking for new recruits for the
committee. A number of our current
members will be stepping down after
several years service, for which we are very
grateful. We are looking for a variety of
people who can help us in reinvigorating
our fundraising as this has slowed
significantly over the last year following a
couple of years of hard work. We would
particularly like to ask if there are any
under 25s in the village who could suggest
a way of how best to open up the hall for
better provision for our young people.

Bob & Nel Hain

Thank you
We would like to thank everyone who
helped to make our golden wedding
celebrations so very special. We had a
wonderful weekend. First of all on
Saturday our children and grandchildren
took us out for a family dinner, and on
Sunday we enjoyed our time with our
church friends. In the evening Avis had
the priviledge and pleasure of playing for
the Choral Evensong just as she had done
fifty years ago on the evening before our
big day. It was particularly special as one
of our wedding hymns was included in
the service. On Monday 3 August we
stood together at the chancel steps and
heard the church clock strike at 2pm, the
time of our wedding, which was a special
moment for us both. We try to do this
each year if we are in the village. That
evening we were joined by around 130 of
our family and friends for what we hope
was a time enjoyed by everyone there. We
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The hall has seen growth in its use over
the last four years but this can only
continue with a strong and dedicated
committee. Meetings are held four times
a year with some extra support needed
for fundraisers. If you feel you would like
to contribute to your community in this
way, we would be very pleased to see
you.
Jenny Woolley
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The Banks String Quartet
Concert in aid of
Stonesfield Preschool
The Banks String Quartet returns
to Stonesfield for the third time,
to perform again in the Church of
St James the Great, on Sunday 27
September at 7.30pm. Nick
Hooper has written a new Quartet
specially for this concert.
We will also perform Haydn’s Quartet
Op.76 no. 1, and Schubert’s Quartet in G
major. Entrance will be free, and a
collection will be made in aid of
Stonesfield Preschool.

Wootton Village Hall Talks
18 September. Ivo Dawnay, director of
communications at the National Trust.
Ivo is a former Financial Times
correspondent in Rio de Janeiro and
Brussels, as well as Washington
Correspondent and Foreign Editor of the
Sunday Telegraph.

Judith Hooper (898604)

Thanks from the Playing Field
Committee

Tickets for all the talks cost £6 and can be
booked through the website
www.woottontalks.co.uk or through
Andy Warner on 01993 810937 or 07966
286487.

I would like to pass on a very big thank
you to Play Rangers Helen and Mark.
Come rain or shine they are there at the
Playing Field every Wednesday between
3.30pm and 6pm providing many fun
activities to keep our children happy and
occupied. The Play Rangers have proved
to be a real hit and I would encourage
any parents whose children have not yet
been up to meet them to give it a go. I’m
sure you and they will be impressed.
Thanks once again Helen and Mark, and
keep up the good work – we really
appreciate you!!

The White Horse
Like a phoenix rising from the ashes the
White Horse is in business again. John
and Angela Lloyd have taken it on, along
with Steve (chef) and Cara (assistant
manager). Steve was chef in a pub that
was named the Dining Pub of the Year in
Kent recently. This is the Lloyds’ first
venture into the restaurant business.
They have had the support and help
behind the bar from Karen of the Black
Head. We wish them the best of luck.

I would also like to thank Pete from
Witney Welding for doing such a
fantastic job of repairing the seesaw in
the children’s play area. It’s now as good
as new and already being well used (I had
a go yesterday!).

For opening times see the advertisement
on page 13.

Mini Bryon, Playing Field Committee Chair

Simon and Jenny Haviland
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Politics & local affairs
Stonesfield Voluntary Transport
Scheme – second year report

Thanks
We are very grateful to the Slate for the
appearance of the monthly notice about
the scheme We will continue to add the
name of the month’s organiser there in
future. We acknowledge the generosity of
the Parish Council in making a grant to
start up the scheme in 2007.

This free scheme exists to provide people
who live in Stonesfield with a means of
getting to the doctors and other medical
surgeries and clinics in Woodstock, Charlbury, Kidlington, Long Hanborough and
Witney whenever they do not have easy
access to private and public transport. It
takes people to and from the Water Eaton
Park & Ride to allow them to get the bus
to the JR Hospital, but it does not extend
to any Oxford or Banbury hospitals.

Appeal
We could do with another driver or two,
particularly for help during the holidays.
It is very rewarding work.
Peter Clifton, Chair

The scheme is filling a need and its
format remains unchanged. This year the
number of trips made went up to 76
from 17 the year before.
Numbers of trips
Woodstock
Charlbury
Kidlington
Witney
Long Hanborough
Water Eaton Park & Ride (for JR link)

23
20
0
28
0
5
_____

Total

76

Woodstock Neighbourhood
Management update
Speeding
Over the past month the neighbourhood
team has carried out a number of speed
enforcement checks throughout the area,
including along the A4095 at Bladon,
Woodstock Road in Stonesfield, Wroslyn
Road in Freeland and the A44 in Woodstock at the Churchill Gate junction.
In Woodstock 245 vehicles were checked
with five over the limit. In Bladon, near
to the junction with Manor Road, 190
vehicles were checked and five were
found to be exceeding the limit. In
Stonesfield 165 vehicles were checked
and six were found to be over the limit.

Donations
Donations over the year totalled £336.
Last year the donations were paid to the
drivers towards petrol expenses, and this
will continue. A grant of £150 towards
public liability insurance to set up the
scheme is being repaid to the Parish
Council.

Details of all the drivers found exceeding
the speed limit were recorded and a
warning letter will be sent to them. If
they are caught again they will face
prosecution.

Officers
Peter Clifton is Chair and Gillian Clarke
is Treasurer.
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Youth facilities
The youth centre in Woodstock is still
awaiting planning permission for the new
build and is currently closed for the summer holidays. Stonesfield Parish Council is
to be approached by the neighbourhood
team with a view to providing a youth
facility in the village. A number of teenage
residents have asked if either a shelter or
graffiti wall could be provided as there is
nothing in their area at the moment.

Vaporous clouds of nonsense
What is going on at the Parish Council?
Last month’s Politics and Local Affairs
section contained so many dark overtones
that I was totally confused – well I know I
am getting on! What was all the stuff
about ‘qualified privilege’ and the Council
being affected by someone called
‘Horrocks’, at least that’s how I think it
was spelt? It smacked of Hegelianism,
which for those who are not well versed
in this, is basically ‘We are servants of
history’, to which Isaiah Berlin retorted
‘Vaporous clouds of nonsense.’

Other news
There have been 30 offences recorded
during the month of July across the
neighbourhood. Of these there were nine
thefts, four assaults, three burglaries,
three criminal damages and four
domestic related incidents.

We had talk of ‘liability of defamation’
and the Chairman’s do-si-do, when ‘the
Chairman handed it to the Vice
Chairman then took it back again.’

There have been nine thefts this month
and a number of these involved personal
items being taken from public places,
where offenders have either entered
private areas or removed property that
was unattended. In one of these
incidents a purse and wallet were taken
from clothing that was left unattended. I
would urge the public to pay special
attention to their property while out in
hotels or pubs. These are places targeted
due to the fact that often customers take
off jackets and leave them on backs of
chairs or on coat hooks with valuables in
them. Vehicles are also targeted where
valuables have been left on display.

Then something much more sinister,
something of a special confidential
nature, something to which the public, all
three of them, was excluded. Whatever it
was that was discussed, it was discussed
‘in camera’ and we will never know.
As far as I am aware, there is only one
power which the Parish Council must
consider using and that is to provide
allotments for the labouring poor. No, I
haven’t got an allotment! All the others
are voluntary and include, amongst
others:
• Comment on planning decisions
• Must keep own land free of litter and
dog faeces
• Take action to relieve traffic congestion
• Provide parking facilities

If you would like to speak to a local
officer, you can contact them by either
telephoning 0845 8 505 505 or emailing
woodstock@whosmybobby.co.uk

I cannot see anything in the Acts since
1894 which the Council, who represent
our affairs, needs to keep secret.

Danielle Hilton, Partnership
Communications Officer,
danielle.hilton@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Graham Rutson (898230)
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Education & culture
Stonesfield Library

vessels of the highest quality made by the
country’s leading enamellers.

Telephone: 01993 898187

Treasures Gallery
Soldiers of Oxfordshire: Part-time Defenders
– the first 100 years. The Haldane Reforms
of 1908 established the Territorial Army
we know today, combining the militia
and volunteers of the previous century.

Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

2.30–7pm
Closed
10am–12noon
2.30–5pm
Closed
10am–12noon

Picture Gallery
Soldiers of Oxfordshire: Bugles and Busbies.
Illustrations on a series of themes from
the regiments’ histories – sport, war,
recruitment, humour and others – and
will include material to show the Regular
Army part of the County Regiment.
Closes 6 September

Oxfordshire Museum
Garden Gallery
25 July to 6 September: Victorian Life.
Bringing history to life with a hands-on
approach which will appeal to adults and
children alike.

P. Fletcher
Painting & Decorating

Ring of Roses
Support for women going through
separation/divorce. If you are suffering
emotionally or financially and need help,
call Ali Evins on 01993 898498

tel 01993 891207 or mob 07884 430300

Forthcoming talks at the
Woodstock Bookshop
Jeremy Mynott is appearing in the
bookshop on Thursday 17 September at
7.30pm to talk about Birdscapes, his
wonderful book on birds and our
imagination that was published earlier
this year.

Finds Identification Service
On the first Wednesday of each month,
Anni Byard, Finds Liaison Officer will be
in the Learning Centre between 2 and
4pm. Telephone 01993 814103

On Saturday 19 September at 7pm Tracy
Borman is speaking on Elizabeth’s
Women, her forthcoming book on
Elizabeth I’s relationships with key
women in her life.

Childrens Activities
Backpacks and trails, gallery interactives,
Family drop-ins during school holidays.

The talks at the shop are part of the
Independent Woodstock Literary Festival.
Tickets cost £8 and are available from
01865 305305. For full details see
www.woodstockliteraryfestival.com

Museum Opening Times
The museum opening hours are Tuesday
to Saturday 10am to 5pm, Sundays 2 to
5pm. Last admission 4.45pm. Closed on
Mondays. Free admission. For further
information telephone 01993 811456.

Soldiers of Oxfordshire: Winston Churchill –
Oxfordshire Hussar 1901–1965. An
exhibition of largely unpublished
material. Opens 26 September.

12 September to 18 October: Some Like it
Hot! The British Society of Enamellers
exhibition features jewellery, panels and

Rachel Phipps (812760)

The Black Head
Stonesfield

YOUR PUB NEEDS YOU!

Events Calendar

Next Darts Competition
Continues Tuesday 1 September,
7.30pm sharp: ‘The Black Head Cup.’
Call or pop in for details
to get on the Darts Ladder.

Ladies Cinema Night
Curry Nights
Tuesday 8 September from 8pm. Friday 4 and 18 Sept from 8pm.
This month’s film:
Choose from a selection
‘Mr & Mrs Smith’.
of fine curries &
Free glass of champagne
accompaniments.
if you dress sexy!
Buffet style,
£6 per person.

CHURCH STREET, STONESFIELD

Looking forward to October – Quiz Nights begin again, and watch this space for Saturday mornings full
English Breakfast! See October Slate for further details.

STEPHEN WILEY
ELECTRICIAN
Additions – Alterations – Rewiring
Surveys – Security Lighting – Cookers
Showers – Telephone Points
No job too small
1 Wilcote View, North Leigh, Witney
Oxon. OX29 6SF
Tel (01993) 882778/881409 Fax (01993) 882952
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Friends Lecture
Enamelling – Yesterday and Today by
Rosemary Zeeman. Monthly evening
lecture in the Coach House. Wednesday
2 September at 7.30pm. Friends free, and
visitors welcome (£2).

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Tel: 01993 891387
Opening hours: Monday 4–8.30pm, Tuesday to Friday 4–11pm,
Saturday 12noon–11pm, Sunday 12noon–8pm
N.B. Lunches & evening meals suspended until further notice. Events catered by arrangement.
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Clubs & societies
performance, and the food, the
presentation, the waiters and waitresses
were worth the ticket price alone.
Reading the credits it was amazing to see
how many of the Stonesfield Players were
involved with the production, so well
done to a bunch of amateurs who turned
in a really professional performance.

Stonesfield Society
The first meeting of the autumn
programme will be on Wednesday 16
September at 8pm in the Village Hall
Clubroom, where Alan Braden will give a
talk entitled A Musical Career in Television.
This will be preceded by a very short
AGM. There will be tea, coffee and a
raffle. Visitors £2, everyone welcome.

Graham Rutson (898230)

Jennifer Powell (891303)
Brilliant play, brilliant performance
Airswimming was a night to remember.
This was a dark, touching, often
wonderfully funny play under Sally
Wainwright’s expert direction.

Stonesfield Players
Airswimming
The flyer said: ‘Airswimming is a play
about two women incarcerated in a
hospital for the criminally insane. Come
and see it, it only lasts two hours.’ Well,
the Village Hall was packed on both
nights and those that were there were
treated to fantastic performances. By the
end of a heartwarming, tearful, joyous
play both audiences rose to applaud a
wonderful evening of pure theatre. We
know the Stonesfield Players can put on a
good evening of entertainment but this
was something else. Jay Miller and
Caroline Friend excelled as the two
women incarcerated as morale imbeciles,
the direction by Sally Wainwright was
inspired. We laughed, we laughed a lot,
none more so than when we witnessed
the synchronised ‘air swimming’ routine.
If this does become an Olympic Event in
2012 we have already seen the gold
medal performance. It will surely
become the next dance craze – well,
maybe only in Stonesfield. On Saturday
evening a meal was served prior to the
September 2009 Stonesfield Slate

Staging was minimal, the stage furnished
only with a short flight of stairs and an
empty white bath, with cold lighting in
the asylum and warmer in the council
flat. So the whole weight of play and
presentation fell on the acting, which did
full justice to the needle-sharp,
penetrating script. Jay and Caroline
rendered the play with great sensitivity,
reaching a depth and apparent simplicity
which hid the unflinching work of
achieving them. They realised two wildly
different characters – Persephone simple,
feeling, sensual, seemingly weak but
sinewy too, escaping into identification
with Doris Day; Dora apparently
mannish but feeling too, a thwarted
soldier, a persona which, though
crumbling, she maintained to the end.
We saw the two women ageing in the
asylum over fifty years, together for one
precious cleaning and polishing hour a
day (‘bath or stairs?’) until finally they
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Everyone who would like a speaking part
will have the chance to audition for one
and the parts will be given to the best
actors for the role. We still need crowds,
etc, so even if you don’t get a speaking
part you can still be an essential part of
the production. If you can’t make the
audition please call David Stevenson on
891681 before September to arrange
another time.

were together for twenty-four hours every
day, isolated again in the council flat.
The audience were never let off the hook,
not least because the play moved in and
out of simple time sequence. We were
assaulted by pathos, social indignation,
laughter and tragedy all at once. I feel
that ‘quality’ is the best word to describe
this whole production. Something in it
reached out beyond the ordinary. It was
in the play, the directing and acting, the
stark staging and lighting, Ros Mengech’s
carefully devised drab costumes, the
impeccable front of house arrangements
under Brigitte Rak, the delicious meal
provided on Saturday by Ros and helpers
(served by waiters and waitresses last seen
as bloodthirsty pirates in Treasure Island).
It was in the black and silver balloons
and table decorations in the hall.
Nothing left out or overlooked. A big
thank you to Sally, Jay and Caroline and
everyone involved. It was a night to be
remembered indeed.

We are also having a Safari Supper on
Saturday 5 September – call 898276 to
book a place for a great meal out!

Stonesfield Badminton Club
The 2009/10 season will start on Monday
7 September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
We are now down to five members, of
which only three are from the village, so
we urgently require new players. If you are
interested, please just turn up on Monday
7 September, or give David Gardner
(891393) a ring for further details.

Pat Ibbotson

Roger Smith (891706)

Auditions for the Winter Production
The Thwarting of Baron Bolligrew by Robert
Bolt is a a comic play in pantomime style
for all ages, which includes knights,
dragons, and even magpies! It will be
directed by David Stevenson. The
performances will be around the end of
January – dates to be confirmed – and
auditions are open to year 6 upwards
(you’re never too old for this kind of
thing).

Women’s Institute
(visitors always welcome)
There were several apologies for absence
from the July meeting. Jean Hall took
bulb orders this year amounting to £221.
We were reminded about the
forthcoming barbecue and the Macmillan
Breakfast. The competition for a limerick
was won jointly by Sheila Hallam, Nel
Hain and Dorothy Bateman.
Jayne introduced Sylvie Nicholls who
had come to speak to us about ‘At Home
Abroad’. Sylvie and her 88 year-old
husband Eric belong to an organisation
called Servas (an Esperanto word

The auditions will be held on Sunday 13
September at St James’ Centre at 2pm.
Please note that although there are a
good many parts in this play we can’t
promise everyone a speaking part.
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A chance to chat, enjoy some food and
drink, and swap seeds/plants.

meaning we serve). Started in 1949 in
Denmark, Servas now operates in over
100 countries and aims to bring people
together to share ideas and learn about
what they have in common. It achieves
this by members taking on the role of
hosts and/or travellers. Hosts are willing
to accept travellers into their homes for a
maximum of a two-night stay with no
money changing hands.

Our interesting programme of monthly
events, when all are welcome, resumes in
October.
Wendy Gould (898091)

Over 60’s Darby & Joan Club
Our August meeting began with time to
look at items brought along by Alan and
Avis from their wedding fifty years ago,
including the wedding dress, photograph
album and newspapers reporting on the
happy event. A couple of receipts
showing the price of the dress and the
flowers in £.s.d. caused many comments.
On another table we had the lovely array
of photographs taken by Joyce at our
Christmas Party in 2008. They were
available for purchase if required. Thanks
again to Joyce.

Sylvie passed around photographs
showing places that she and Eric had
stayed in in the USA using the scheme,
emailing or phoning ahead to check
availability. They stayed in all sorts of
different housing, including mobile
homes. Starting in Los Angeles, they
travelled to the Joshua Tree National
Park. Next came Las Vegas, which they
disliked intensely. Moving on, they
visited Colorado, Utah, Montana and
Idaho, their hosts including an attorney,
a retired oyster farmer and, in Nevada, an
alpaca farmer. In Yosemite National Park
they saw giant redwoods and sequoias,
many of them thousands of years old.
They then travelled on to San Francisco,
where they were fascinated by
Chinatown. In all they stayed in twenty
different homes during their journey
across the USA.

Names and deposits were taken for the
two outings. The first is on 22 September
to Hereford and Monmouth. Seats are
still available, ring either Avis (898134) or
Diana (891392). The second is the Music
Hall and Cream Tea outing on 23
November and seats are also available.
Alan then showed the coloured slides of
the wedding which had been taken by
Edward Devonshire in the days when we
all had black and white photographs. Just
a short trip down ‘memory lane’.

The speaker at the September meeting
will be Simon Jones, who will be talking
about antiques. Please feel free to share
the evening with us as our guest.

Members were advised that once again
electric blankets can be safety checked for
free. To book an appointment ring 01865
815607. The nearest ones for us are at
either Kidlington on 9 September or
Witney on 10 September.

Brenda Oliver (891330)

Stonesfield Gardening Club
Why not become a member and then
join in our Social Evening on 14
September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall?

September 2009 Stonesfield Slate

Gladys Lee has received a request from
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Age Concern for us to help with the ‘Big
Knit’. Little woolly hats are hand-knitted
to sit on the lids of Innocent Smoothie
bottles and sold in Sainsbury’s stores UKwide. For every bottle sold wearing a hat,
Innocent and Sainsbury’s will give 47p
directly to Age Concern Oxfordshire.
Hats with or without bobbles are
welcome. If you would like to join in,
patterns are available from either Gladys
or Avis. Last year we sent in over a
hundred and helped to raise almost
£4,000. Gladys will be sending off the
hats at the end of September, so please
get knitting and we will collect those that
are ready at our September meeting.

were pleased to have a short visit from
Reverend Roy Turner, who called in with
his mum, sister and brother-in-law. It
was good to see them. The afternoon
ended with the raffle. Members were
reminded of the coffee morning and also
that the September meeting will include
a birthday tea, kindly provided by Derek,
to celebrate the 90th birthday of Joyce
Beveridge. We look forward to
celebrating with you both.
Avis Ushaw (898134)

North Leigh History Group
On Tuesday 1 September there will be a
talk entitled Deserted Medieval Villages by
James Bond at Leigh Memorial Hall at
7.30pm. Visitors £2, Members free.
Contact Diana Power (882301) for further
details.

We then settled down for our afternoon
tea, provided by Avis and Alan, which
included the cutting of the top tier of
the anniversary cake made by Kirsty,
their 14 year-old granddaughter. We

STEVE HEYDEN
HOME CARE

DO YOU NEED
A PLUMBER?

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Plumbing
Heating
Bathrooms
Lead Work
Guttering
THEN CALL
PETE
THE PLUMBER
Phone 01993 891283

Painting and Decorating,
General Repairs and
Maintenance around the
House and Garden
Friendly reliable service,
competitive rates
For a quote, phone
01993 891773
or 07931 362735

No job too small.
Free estimates.
11
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Charities & good causes

Dove Cottage, The Cross. Cheryl and
Harriet are very grateful for your support.

numeracy and preparing them to cope
with school. Saakshar provide creche
facilities so that girls can bring their
younger siblings, and a basic midday
meal. The aim of Saakshar is to
‘mainstream’ the children as quickly as
possible, getting them into the school
system and maximising their
opportunities. To date, over 150 children
from slum pockets in SW Delhi have
been sent to mainstream schools and will
complete their education.

Ali Evins (898498)

Macmillan Nurses Coffee
Morning

Sunday 18 October at 7.30pm. I have
organised a coach and will be ordering a
block of tickets. The cost will be £10
return for the coach and £30 for the
ticket. The coach will pick up at Pear Tree
Park and Ride and then at Thornhill. If
you are interested in supporting this
evening do email or ring me. We have
2000 theatre seats to fill! It promises to be
fantastic and all profits will go to change
children’s lives in Zambia. What a terrific
way to give hope to those lives who have
witnessed so much trauma.

Our annual Breakfast will be held in the
St James’ Centre on 25 September. Bacon
rolls, sausages, toast, biscuits, coffee and
tea will be served from 8am until noon.
Please help the Macmillan Nurses to help
those suffering with this dreadful disease
by coming to join us on the 25th.
Richard Bishop

Cecily’s Fund events
Cecily’s Day is our annual picnic day. This
year it will be held on Saturday 5
September at 12.30pm in Stonesfield
Manor Garden or (if wet) at the St James’
Centre. We distribute our new annual
report and it’s a day for coming to see
what we do in Zambia. For the superduper organised there are even Christmas
cards for sale – AAARGH! Everyone is
most welcome. It’s very informal, just roll
up with a picnic and rug and ask us
questions! We will be in Stonesfield
Manor Garden, by kind permission of
Charlotte and Evelyn Oakeshott, and the
gate on to Churchfields will be open. The
occasion is emphatically NOT a
fundraising event but we hope you will
be inspired to go and pass the word on.

About Cecily’s Fund: Many Stonesfield
folk will remember our beloved daughter
Cecily, who was tragically killed in her
gap year whilst working in Zambia. We
established a charity in her memory and
now, 11 years on, the friends and
supporters of Cecily’s Fund have enabled
over 10,000 Zambian children to go
through school. We need to raise
£500,000 annually to fulfil our promise
to these children, many of whose parents
have died or have been made vulnerable
by AIDS.
Alison Eastwood (01869 345792,
stableyardalison@aol.com)

Charity fundraising sky dive
My daughter Cheryl and her colleague
Harriet from Salon Copenhagen are going
to do a sponsored sky dive for Breast
Cancer Campaign UK. There are fifty
hairdressers planning to take part in this
event on Sunday 18 October. A collection
tin will be available for sponsorship
donations at Salon Copenhagen and at

Crazy for You: A school friend of Cecily’s,
now a professional actress and opera
singer, has founded with friends an
organisation called Eyebrow Productions.
A wild and wonderful charity
performance of Gershwin’s Crazy for You
is being put on by Eyebrow for Cecily’s
Fund at the London Palladium on
September 2009 Stonesfield Slate
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Singing for Saakshar
On Saturday 3 October at 7.30pm in St
Mary Magdalene Church, Woodstock, The
Cambridge Chamber Consort will present
a concert of uplifting music in support of
Saakshar, an inspiring initiative to raise
the quality of life for young people in the
slums of Delhi. The programme will
include Fauré’s Requiem and the five negro
spirituals from Tippett’s A Child of our
Time, as well as close harmony and folk
song arrangements.

For more information about Saakshar or
the concert, please call Tanya Simpson on
891903. Concert tickets are also available
from The Woodstock Bookshop (812760).
Tickets include a glass of wine in the
interval and a viewing of photography by
Ralph Williamson. Prices: in advance £10
(£8 concessions, £5 under 16s); on the
door £11 (£9 concessions, £6 under 16s).

Saakshar is a non-formal education
centre for slum children in Delhi. It helps
the children on to the education ladder,
giving them motivation, literacy and

The White Horse Inn
is now open and under new ownership

Angela and John together with Steve and Cara
look forward to welcoming you

To see our menu and wine list please drop in for a drink and chat
Opening hours:
Tuesday–Saturday 12–3, 6–11
Sunday 12–3
Monday – Closed
(Open August Bank Holiday Monday)

Any enquiries or to book our function room
please phone 01993 891063 and speak to Angela, John or Cara
13
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Church news
Anglican Worship in the Parishes
of Stonesfield with Combe Longa
Priest-in-Charge: The Revd Roy Turner
The Rectory, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon, OX29 8PR
Telephone: 01993 898552 – Email: r.turner131@btinternet.com
Stonesfield Churchwardens: Martine Smith-Huvers (898425) & David Gambier (898464)
Combe Longa Churchwardens: Bill Andrewes (891376) & Julian Freeland (891223)
[S]=Stonesfield, [C]=Combe Longa, [SJC]=St James’ Centre, BCP=Book of Common Prayer,
CW=Common Worship, Order One: in Stonesfield Modern English,
in Combe Longa Traditional English.
All Age Worship is worship for the family, of all ages.

From your Parish Priest

new subjects to get our minds around. In
the church we will be trying new
approaches too. In Combe we are hoping
to get together with our Methodist friends
to start ‘Messy Church’. It’s a family
orientated time (venue to be confirmed)
where we can join in on craft-based
worship designed to interest our children
as well as involving the grown-ups who
come along. It will be an after-school
activity so as to fit into our busy family
lives. We will bring along the guitars for
music as we did for the Combe Feast, so
watch out for further details. Plans are
also afoot to re-establish the choir at St
Laurence, so if you would like to join in
let me know.

I hope everything went OK, since I wrote
last, and that your summertime
adventures were exciting but safe! It
doesn’t seem a minute since I was writing
my first From your Parish Priest in March
when I arrived. It was all very new then
some seven months ago. Bev and I
wondered, in those days, what it would be
like to come and serve the people of
Stonesfield and Combe and what
adventures awaited us.
It’s true to say that new beginnings can be
both exciting and a little daunting as to
what will happen. We have had new
beginnings in the two churches with two
weddings and two more to come this year;
nine baptisms and two to come before the
end of the year. Of course there could still
be some late entries, who knows!

At Stonesfield, St James, the choir is well
established of course, but never closed to
new voices. Our bell ringers, at both
Stonesfield and Combe, are really keen to
ring out their own unique witness for the
church and they too are always ready to

September, of course, is a time of new
beginnings at school too. A new year
group, new teachers to get to know and
September 2009 Stonesfield Slate
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share their skills with others who would
like to try their hand. Give me a bell (no
pun intended), email, write or pop up to
the rectory in Stonesfield if you would like
to get involved.

and have a look at St James and St
Laurence, that’s my September invitation
to you. If you do you will find a friendly
welcome and a friendly cuppa to follow
the services on Sunday.

It seems to me that there is new life
springing up all over the place this
September and that’s as it should be. The
church has always been about new life
and new beginnings, new friendships and
new direction. Why don’t you come along

Hope to see you soon, and don’t forget to
give me a wave if you spot me around the
villages.
God bless,
Rev Roy

S E RV I C E S F O R S E P T E M B E R
Sunday 6 September [Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
All Age Worship
11am
Stonesfield
All Age Worship
Sunday 13 September [Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
10.30am Combe Longa
United Village Service at Methodist Chapel
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
Sunday 20 September [Fifteenth
8am
Stonesfield
9.30am
Combe Longa
11am
Stonesfield

Sunday after Trinity]
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
Parish Communion [CW/sung] with Scramblers and
Explorers

Sunday 27 September [Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Parish Communion [BCP/said]
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
Sunday 4 October [Seventeenth
8am
Stonesfield
9.30am
Combe Longa
11am
Stonesfield

Sunday after Trinity]
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
All Age Worship
All Age Worship – Harvest Festival

Midweek Communion Services
Midweek services of Holy Communion (said) are held as follows:
Wednesdays 9.30am at Combe Longa
Thursdays 9.30am at Stonesfield
Everyone is most welcome.
15
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often arise. Some of us are fortunate
enough to be able to choose the places we
live with complete freedom. For most of
us this is not the case. We are born in a
place or move to it because it is near to
our work. We use our human ingenuity to
make the best possible job of where we
are. I have always believed, even when I
cannot clearly see, that God will want to
use me in the place where I am. God will
want me to offer all that I am, all of those
gifts and talents he has bestowed on me,
all of my ingenuity, to serve him.

Stonesfield Methodist Church
Dear Friends,
I had not been to Lanzarote before so was
not quite sure what to expect when we
arrived for our summer holiday. Having
just arrived home I have been reflecting
on the experience. It is only fair to say
that we all enjoyed ourselves and have
returned feeling refreshed and relaxed.
Mind you that latter feeling did not last
for as long as I should have liked! Having
said that I am not at all sure that I would
want to go again. I have a feeling that I
have seen all that there is to see and with
the exception of a camel ride, experienced
all that there is to experience.

I hope, like those vines on Lanzarote, I
can flourish despite everything
surrounding me that would prevent me
from growing and coming to fruit. It is a
great journey – why not come and join it?

At one point in the holiday we were
subjected to some freak weather
conditions. A wind blowing from the
Sahara took daytime temperatures as high
as 46° (that’s 115° in old money).

Yours, with love, Richard
Richard Donoghue, Methodist Minister
(703178)
richard.donoghue@methodist.org.uk

There was one thing that struck me very
forcibly. I am told that there is no water
on the island and yet they manage to
grow grapes and produce a more than
acceptable wine. Over the centuries they
have developed a method of capturing the
early morning dew and using that to
water the vines. It is quite remarkable and
the vine-growing part of the island looks
like nothing I had seen before, with pits
dug into the lava surrounded by lava walls
protecting each individual vine.

S E RV I C E S I N S E P T E M B E R
Sunday 6 September
11am Revd Richard Donoghue,
Holy Communion
Sunday 13 September
11am Mrs Dawn Haley
Sunday 20 September
11am Mrs Rachael Prince
Sunday 27 September
11am Mr David Tee

Human ingenuity is a remarkable thing.
Here is an impossible situation and yet a
way round has been found. The same
could be said for the island as a whole.
Why would you want to live in this
volcanic, arid, hot and dusty place?

Sunday 4 October: Harvest Festival
11am Mr David Sarbutts
6pm Revd Roy Turner

St Teresa’s, Charlbury
Sunday Mass
Holydays

11am
9.30am
7.30pm

St Kenelm’s, Enstone
Sunday Mass

New Church thought
As I write, the news is about the NHS
being caught up in the heated debate
about proposed healthcare reforms in the
USA. There is a fundamental difference in
the approach in the UK and the US:
socialist here, capitalist there.

9am

Canon David Evans (01608 810576)

Charlbury Quaker Week

While the Slate is not a forum for political
wrangling, I am meant to refer back to the
Lord and his teachings to help me decide
about things. Did the Lord’s behaviour
shed any light on this issue? Do his
teachings about how people should act in
a public context contribute to the debate?
Undoubtedly they do – and as I ponder
the whole thing, the golden rule seems a
reasonable starting point: we should treat
others as we would like to be treated
ourselves.

The week commencing 3 October offers a
chance to find out about local Quakers. At
the Meeting House in Market Street,
Charlbury, there will be an open morning
on Saturday 3 October from 10am to
1pm. On Wednesday 7 October there will
be a study group followed by a soup and
cheese lunch, 12 noon to 2pm. On the
same day there will be an open evening
from 7.30pm to 9.15pm. All are welcome
at these events and at the meetings for
worship, which take place each Sunday at
10.30am. We’re known as the Society of

JEM
CHIMNEY
SWEEPING

Dale Morris (898210)

GRIMEBUSTERS

• NO FUSS•
•NO MESS •
• NO PROBLEM •
Tel: 01865 772996

Quality wet or dry cleaning
of your carpets & upholstery
Free estimates & friendly advice
01865 726983 or 01993 868924

STONESFIELD VOLUNTAR Y TRANSPOR T SCHEME
arranges car transport to doctors’ and dentists’ surgeries in
Woodstock, Charlbury, Long Hanborough, Witney
and Water Eaton Park & Ride (for JR link)
If you need a lift for a medical visit during SEPTEMBER,
ring Peter Clifton on 891956
(If no reply, leave your answer on the answerphone)

Monday 5 October
7pm
Harvest Supper
(tickets from Kathleen 891733)

Unlike me, the tourist, for some this is
home and questions about why do not
September 2009 Stonesfield Slate

Friends and generally live up to our name.
For more information please contact
Margaret Godel on 01608 811321.

Roman Catholic Worship

16

Please give as much notice as you can. This is a free service provided by volunteers.
However, an envelope will be provided for donations for costs.
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Advertisements
Line ads: £1.50 per 30 words
Boxed ads: 1/16 page £2; 1/8 page £4; 1/4 page
£8; 1/2 page £12; whole page £24.
Cash with copy by 15th of the month to
Jenny Haviland, Peakes House, Peaks Lane,
Stonesfield, OX29 8PY.Tel 01993 891614.
Email sj@sjhaviland.co.uk

The Stonesfield Slate is a village amenity produced and distributed by volunteers. It cannot be
held responsible for any of the views expressed in
its pages nor does it endorse any of the products
or services advertised. The editor and the publishers reserve the right to edit any article submitted for publication though they will endeavour
to discuss any major changes with the author.

Piano and Electric/Acoustic/Bass Guitar Tuition –
Greg Hooper (BA York) will teach all styles to
pupils of any age and classical piano/rock guitar/
bass to an advanced level. Keen to help pupils
develop a style which enables them to play the
music they want to play. £10 per 1/2 hour lesson.
For more information please call 01993 891313.

Babysitting & Childminding
Reliable, fun and friendly with experience
Available any evening & some afternoons
Live locally in the village
Currently studying
a postgraduate course in Oxford
References available
Call me on 01993 898924
or 07502 436077

Patrick Ardagh-Walter

Architectural, Construction,

Extensions, Alterations
and New Builds

Agricultural and Equestrian
Steel Fabricating Services

for free estimates
phone 01993 891730
or 01993 891607

We can also provide a full welding
service in Steel, Stainless Steel,
Aluminium and Titanium, including
repairs to Steel, Aluminium
and Iron castings

Andrew A. Adams FCCA

For a free no obligation quote,
contact Peter on:

Chartered Certified Accountant

Tel: 01993 891198
Mobile: 07751 678412

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs

Unit A, Farley Lane, Stonesfield,
Oxfordshire, OX29 8HB

Free initial meeting

Email: Witneywelding@hotmail.com

Competitive fees agreed in advance
Telephone: 07790 854574
01993 891280

Singing Lessons

Lessons in Stonesfield
(01993) 898959
for more information

• Private Chapel of Rest
• 24-hour personal family service
• Pre-paid funeral plans

Associate Teacher of the
David Jones Voice Studio,
New York
www.voiceteacher.com

experienced – effective – friendly

18

BRIDGMAN & INGHAM
Building Services

Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors

and Voice Tuition
for Speakers

September 2009 Stonesfield Slate

WITNEY WELDING

33 High Street
Woodstock OX20 1TE
(01993) 811491

As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion
and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and
support as possible.
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YOUR LOCAL

Domestic
Appliance Repairs
WASHING MACHINES
REFRIGERATION
ELECTRIC COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS
DISHWASHERS

Professional
Descaler Available

ACE

Call Andrew

01993
891339

or
Mobile
07989 945971

Fixed price repairs to
include electrical
safety test
Electric cooker
connections both
freestanding
and built-in

BS7671 accredited

Full public liability cover
Same day, evening &
weekend appointments
normally available

GARAGE DOORS
&
REMOTE OPERATORS
GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES
LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01993 778836 / 01865 246444

Roger’s Gardens
• Complete Lawn Care
• Hedge Trimming
• Garden Maintenance/Clearance
• Garden Waste Removed
• Fencing and Patios
• Vegetable Plots prepared and cultivated
• Turfing

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE,
WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL Contract Work Undertaken
Phone 01993 708727 or 07719 815621

Car Repairs and Servicing

01993 700041

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, SUSPENSIONS, EXHAUSTS,
DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED

Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing
cars for over 20 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all
makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

September 2009 Stonesfield Slate

STOCKISTS & INSTALLERS OF
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P A I N T I N G & DECOR A T I N G
Tiling · Building maintenance · General repairs
Quality work at a very competitive price.
No job too small. For free estimates, phone
Rob Taylor on 01993 831167 or 07930 966706

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING & SCREEDING
58 Ticknell Piece Road, Charlbury,
Oxfordshire. OX7 3TW
Tel 01608 811642 Mobile 07710 170049

MARRIOTTS

Woodstock Taxis

YOUR LOCAL
COAL MERCHANT

(fully licensed)
Local and long distance
Airports – Stations – Ports.
Up to 6 passengers, competitive
rates,
travel tokens welcome.
24hr service for pre-bookings

(01993) 868060
BOTTLED GAS & LOGS
TOP QUALITY TURF
TOP SOIL
MUSHROOM COMPOST
ALL AGGREGATES
INCLUDING
SHINGLES FOR DRIVES
(Laying service)

Telephone 01993 891888

Your local service
21
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Help!

Landscaping · Paving · Walling
Driveways · Fencing · Treework
Building maintenance
Free quotations
Tel: 01993 891945
Mob: 07710 628248

GEOFF BOOTH

recommended by
manufacturers

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

PAINT TECH

G Deep cleaning plus fast
drying for carpets, curtains
(at the window) and upholstery
...and more

Mobile automotive re-finishing

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels,
paintless dent removal, screen repairs,
interior trim and seat repairs

Help when you need it.

0800
085 6719
Freephone

Full body shop facilities

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm

helpline

National Carpet Cleaners Association member no. 208
38 Merton Cl. Eynsham, Oxon

Established 1991

D . J . R . MI L ES

BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD
(Company number 4633496)

Winner of the:
Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems
• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer
• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123
• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a
• Unvented hot water registered engineer
• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer
• Ground Source heat pump engineer
• Air to water source heat pump engineer
• Green Source air to air engineer
• Underfloor heating engineer
• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer
• Part P electrical engineer
• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service
• All types of bathroom installations and design service

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA
Mobile: 07860 142230
Telephone: 01993 891314
www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk
E-mail djrmilesbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk
www.worcester-bosch.co.uk

September 2009 Stonesfield Slate
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Callow Farm Shop
Staff Vacancy

Callow
Farm Shop

Full-time sales assistant

The Ridings, Stonesfield, Oxon
Phone (01993) 891967

to work in our busy Farm Shop

❖

38 hours a week, which will
include most Saturdays

This month’s special offer:
4 free-range chickens @ £1.99/lb

Four weeks paid holiday

A new range of
organic fruit juices

The successful applicant should
have retail experience and be able
to work independently but also as
part of our fun-loving team.

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Wednesday, 8 to 5
Thursday and Friday, 8 to 6
Saturday, 8 to 2

Apply to Callow Farm,
Stonesfield, Oxon, OX29 8EG or
phone 01993 891172
for more details.

❖
❖

Peter Gidlow is

PNG INTERIORS
Let me fix all your interior problems
from floor to ceiling.
No job too small.
I have 30 years experience in the building trade.
Prompt and reliable.
Phone now for an immediate free quote.
Tel: 01993 771455 or mobile 07717 372642
email: kmgidlow@hotmail.co.uk
93 Sherbourne Road, Witney, OX28 5FQ
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PELLMANS
Solicitors

A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford, OX29 4TB
YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS!
•
Business and Employment Law
•
Divorce
Finances, children
and cohabitation disputes
•
Property
Residential and commercial, agricultural
•
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Inheritance tax planning

Bidston Close, Over Norton,
Chipping Norton,  
A professionally qualified
Funeral Director providing
a dignified and personal
service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest
in a peaceful garden setting.

Tel: 01865 884400 Fax: 01865 884411
mail@pellmans.co.uk

Tel.  

Home visits and evening appointments available

Cinderella’s
Beauty & Hair Salon, Middletown, Hailey

Please call Kate or Kerry
on 01993 702270
Vouchers, cards and gifts available
w w w.cinderellasbeautysalon.com

Evenlode Books
Your local bookshop

Amlu’s General Store

Hundreds of thousands of books
available overnight*

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield
Tel/Fax 01993 898379

Order today,
collect tomorrow!

Freshly baked Bread & Pastries
Fine range of Groceries
Fruit, Vegetables & Flowers
Beers, Wines & Spirits
DVD & Video Hire
New range of Organic Products
Dry Cleaning

• Most books less 10% discount •
CDs and DVDs from £4.99:
hundreds in stock, thousands
to order
Evenlode Books

Market Street, Charlbury
01608 819117
jon@evenlodebooks.co.uk

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm
Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm

www.evenlodebooks.co.uk
*Normally next working day

Open Mon-Sat 10-1, 2-5 (closed Mon am and Sat pm)
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leigh edwards

* N EW INFILL PLOTS *
* C HANGE OF USE *
* R EDEVELOPMENTS *
* B ARN CONVERSIONS *
* G ARDEN DWELLING PLOTS *
* F OR COMPLETE PLANNING ADVICE *
G. Soame Planning & Development Ltd
Planning Consultancy,
Architectural and Property Services
Call 01993 772799 for further details.

divorce & family law solicitors

Granny annexes

Extensions

HAS YOUR PROPERTY
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL?

children

e
c
r
divo

cohabitation

“A very empathetic and
compassionate solicitor,
who works hard for her
clients to achieve the
best outcome possible”

And
rew Boot
h
Andrew
Booth

Electrical

for a

Fully qualified and experienced Electrician.
All types of electrical work undertaken from
rewires to testing and inspection.
Free Quotes, no job to small.

“An excellent service,
combining efficiency
and objectiveness
with sensitivity and
humanity”

free initial appointment call
01865 884436

www.leighedwards.com
Worton Park nr Yarnton

Tel : 01993 880527
Mob: 07799 285661

Regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation
Authority

R BAREFIELD
PLUMBING & HEATING

14 Busby Close, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon
Tel/Fax 01993 898529, Mob 07870 453168
All types of plumbing and heating work
Gas Safe registered
Energy efficiency certified

Just the Old Job
All maintenance and upkeep of your garden
undertaken
- Lawns and grassland
- Hedgecutting
- Tree Work (inc. reductions)
- Garden/scrubland clearance
- Weed control
- Sheds/fences treated or painted
- Turfing
Any works considered . . . at good rates!
Tel 01993 898381 or 07811 598958
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SC

Salon
Copenhagen

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield OX29 8PZ
Telephone (01993) 891101

Unisex hairdressing salon in Stonesfield
• Styling, treatments and hairdressing advice

• Kathrine, Cheryl & Harriet, our fully trained professional stylists
• A very friendly and welcoming atmosphere
• The salon is modern and with the latest techniques
• Ladies, gentlemen and children catered for
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