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Notices & thanks
Thank you

Thank you

Many thanks to those who attended our
Open Day / House-warming event on 19
September. Catering was in the capable
hands of David Woodfine and a good time
was had by all. We had suggested that any
donations our guests cared to make would
go direct to the Sethule Trust Fund, which
is managed by our good friends Michael
and Thabbeth Cotton to alleviate distress
in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe – mainly for
children orphaned by Aids. The grand
total of £350 was generously donated and
dispatched and brought this response
from Thabbeth, quoting from Book 1,
Thessalonians: ‘We always thank God for
all of you, mentioning you in our prayers.
We continually remember before our Lord
and Father your work produced by Faith,
your labour prompted by love and your
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ.’ Thabbeth continues: ‘I am
humbled by your work for Sethule, for a
village in Zimbabwe, for a people you may
never meet. I pray that the Lord will keep
you in good health and that you will
continue to live in His house for ever.
Thank you to all of you.’ Nel and I add
our sincere thanks to all of you.

Thank you to everyone for the cards and
kindness shown to me on the sad loss of
my daughter, Martina.
Irene Harris

Thank you
Michelle and David would like to thank
everyone for their kind gifts and cards on
our wedding day, 24 October 2009. We
had a lovely day celebrating with family
and friends.

Christmas greetings
To my friends in Stonesfield – Best wishes
for 2010. I’m replacing cards this year
with donations to Thames Valley Air
Ambulance, and Heart & Cancer research.
Muriel Morgan (891694)

Beware Dog Walkers
There have been two serious incidents
recently in which small dogs in the village
have been attacked by three aggressive
dogs. On 12 November a small dog (ON A
LEAD) was mauled and almost killed by
these three dogs (NOT on a lead and NOT
under the control of their walker). The
vet’s bill for the little dog’s sedation and
treatment was considerable. Six days later
another dog in the village was attacked
and, again, almost killed. The
walker/owner of the three dogs does not
live in the village but she apparently walks
in and around Stonesfield. If this notice is
seen by the walker or if anyone is in

Bob & Nel Hain

Thank you
Frank, Jean and family would like to
thank all our friends in Stonesfield for
the many cards and messages we received
at this sad time for us.
F and J Hall
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contact with her, we would be grateful to
have a call from you.

sunshine; and if they do, they will make
a merry show. Don't kill them.

The Publishers (891614)

Tony Crofts

Carol singing around the village

Do you enjoy singing?

Everyone is most welcome to join a group
of carol singers on Tuesday 22 December,
meeeting at the church at 6.50pm, to
leave at 7pm. Refreshments afterwards.
Music will be provided, and remember a
torch! (For safety reasons, please can all
children be accompanied by an adult.)

A group of 12+ (including 3 men!) meets
twice a month on Thursday mornings at
Protestant House on The Cross. No one is
expected to be able to sight-read. We sing
a lot of rounds, some part songs and are
learning several madrigals. Above all we
have fun. Do come and see if you would
like to join us. Next dates: Dec 10, Jan 14,
28, all at 10am.

Lindsey Seller

Liz McLean (01993 898536),
lizzie.mclean@zen.co.uk

New allotment holders meeting
Please come along to the Function Room
of the White Horse on 3 December at
7.30 to sign your allotment agreement,
pay the fee of £2 for membership of the
Allotment Association and choose the
position of your new plot. Plots will be
allocated according to the position you
are on the waiting list. If you are unable
to attend please telephone 01993 891823
before the meeting so that we can discuss
which number plot you would like.

Voluntary stone wall building
Our younger architectural team members,
with a keen interest in conservation, are
eager to volunteer their time to help
rebuild the Stonesfield wall or any other
conservation exercise in or around the
Stonesfield area.
If you know of how we can help rebuild
this wall or are able to advise of any other
conservation exercise which may aid with
their continual professional development,
please contact me direct on 01865 856250
or 07956 905 610. Thank you.

Clare Bebber, Secretary, Stonesfield
Allotment Association

The phantom weedkiller
Someone, no doubt meaning well, has
been going round weedkilling slots and
flower beds around Glover's Yard, and
hacking back the lovely rose that hangs
over the gate.

Deanna Asplundh

St James’s Church Christmas
Coffee Morning
Saturday 5 December – 10 to 11.30am at
the St James Centre

Please don't. We value the natural growth
in these patches. Californian poppies
have now been sown in the slot along
the front of the Post Office, which should
thrive in that poor soil and strong

Join us for a coffee and mince pies. We
will also have cakes and gifts for sale and
a raffle with lots of goodies.
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proceeds go to Bridewell Organic Gardens. Tickets are available from the
Music Stand, 62 High Street, and
Green-way Antiques, 90 Corn Street
(both in Witney) or call 07796 272794.
For more information or on-line ticket
booking email
info@daisyproductions.com.au

Combe Christmas Fair
An evening of Christmas shopping, in
aid of Combe Pre-School. Thursday 3
December, 7.30–9.30pm, Combe
Methodist Church.
Tickets £1 at the door (ticket price
includes free drink and mince pie).
Anna Lethbridge (891399)

Wootton Village Hall Talks
The Wootton talks, conceived to raise
funds for Wootton Village Hall, take
place monthly on a Friday at 7.30pm.

Christmas Bazaar
for churches’ funds and Third World
support – Wootton, Glympton,
Kiddington
Saturday 5 December, 2–4 pm, in the
village hall at Wootton-by-Woodstock
(beside the church). The attractions
include Father Christmas, Christmas gift
stall, Bric-à-brac, Toys, Plants, Raffle, Teas.

11 Dec Rupert Sheldrake, described as
‘the most controversial scientist
on Earth’
15 Jan

Jon Snow, of Channel Four News

Tickets are £6 and can be booked through
the website www.woottontalks.co.uk
where further details can be obtained or
through Andy Warner (810937 or 07966
286487).

Guy Lemon (811205)

Bridewell Organic Opera Gala
Daisy Productions presents the ‘Bridewell
Organic Opera Gala’ – indulge your
senses and immerse yourself in the
glorious music of Mozart, Verdi, Puccini,
Donizetti and more. Be inspired . . .
intoxicated! Come to the Corn Exchange
in Witney at 7.30pm on Thursday 3
December for a feast of opera with
sopranos Penny Shaw and Candy
Langsdon, baritone Grayham Case and
pianist Lyndall Dawson. Tickets £10,
concessions £7, includes a complimentary glass of Bridewell Organic Wine and

The Slate
As we get to the end of another year, we
should like to thank all those who make
the Slate what it is – the contributors, the
advertisers, the editors, the bundlers and
the deliverers. We are fortunate to have
such a dedicated team of deliverers, who
conscientiously deliver the Slate to every
house in the village, whatever the
weather.
The Publishers

Politics & local affairs
Parish Council

Oxfordshire, have requested that WODC
Planning Committee permit members of
the public to speak at Planning Meetings.
WODC is the sole District Council in
Oxfordshire to bar comments from the
public at these meetings. The request will
now be debated by WODC.

On a wintry evening with heavy rain and
high winds no member of the public
graced our November meeting. However,
both our District and County Councillors
braved the weather to keep the Parish
Council abreast of the West Oxfordshire
and County business.

As a result of a rumour circulating among
some members of the village, the
Chairman has had several discussions
with the relevant planning officers
concerning planning futures within the
village. It was confirmed on all occasions
that there will be no large scale
development in Stonesfield. Only very
small developments will be permitted
and then only on the two sites already
identified. Any large scale development
in West Oxon will take place in the larger
centres of population, i.e. Chipping
Norton, Carterton, Witney and Eynsham.
The West Oxon villages will not figure in
the plans for the foreseeable future.

Council was advised that the
Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG) was
pursuing the complaints from Stonesfield
and Wootton Councils regarding
inherent dangers at the Judds/Duke of
Marlborough junction on the A44. It
would appear that a traffic movement
survey will be undertaken with,
hopefully, a change in the markings and
position of the bus stop. Our suggestion
of a similar arrangement to the Hopcroft
Holts junction has not found favour with
the Highways Deptartment – so far!
Council spent some time in discussion of
the future possible action which could be
taken against a householder whose 45foot high Leylandii ‘hedge’ is causing
material damage to housing owned by
the Stonesfield Community Trust. All
efforts so far to pursuade the owner to
lower the height have failed. Council has
written on three occasions to WODC,
and our County and Parliamentary
representatives are now involved in an
effort to resolve the matter. It is still
hoped to avoid the necessity for
expensive legal action.

Council was advised that the future of
Dean Pit Waste Disposal Site had been
decided. The Dean Pit site would close
within two years and a new site further
north would be identified. Additionally,
applications for a waste disposal
incinerator had been refused for both
sites in the area but the applicants would
be appealing against the decision.
The Council also received complaints
from several parents regarding the speed
of traffic passing the shop and rounding
the bend towards the Woodstock Road
on Pond Hill. Neil Owen, County

Stonesfield Council, supported by many
other Parish Councils in West
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burglary and theft in our local
communities. We’ve also been focusing
on the importance of information we
receive from residents in rural areas who
are more alert to strangers in their villages.
We continue to ask them to report
suspicious incidents and people to us.’

Councillor, volunteered to raise the
problem with Highways.
Once again it is time for Council to
establish its budget for 2010/2011.
Groups and societies are reminded that
Council welcomes requests for financial
assistance. Any request should be
accompanied by a statement outlining
the purpose and the financial health or
otherwise of the group making the
request.

Crime Prevention and Reduction Adviser
Bill Butcher said: ‘Unfortunately we are
still seeing thefts from vehicles where the
driver has left valuable items on display.
With Christmas coming we are reminding
people once again not to leave bags of
shopping or any items in view in their
cars. The police community support
officers and the district council’s parking
wardens regularly note down the details
of vehicles where property has been left
on show. These details are then passed on
to me and I write to the vehicle’s owner
advising them about what has happened
and including a crime reduction booklet.

Planning Applications
Erection of garden shed at 8 Combe Road
– no objection.
Erection of single storey extension at rear
of Old Boot Inn, on Boot Street – no
objection.
Erection of garage & car port, relocation
of front door at 4 Brook Lane – no
objection.
Planning Decision by WODC
3 Churchfields – permitted.
The next meeting of Council will be on
Thursday 10 December at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall.
Richard Bishop (891414)

Operation to tackle burglary
delivers results
An operation to crackdown on burglary
and car crime in West Oxfordshire,
Operation Jugular, has seen positive
results as incidents have fallen by 10.2%
compared to this time last year.
DS Craig Kirby, who is leading the
operation, said: ‘We are extremely pleased
with the results of this operation which
has involved many officers working hard
to raise crime reduction awareness around
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Saving Money and Eating
Healthily

The Wychwood Project CAT
(Countryside Action Team)

My friend was complaining about the
cost of fruit and vegetables the other day,
so just out of interest we decided to do a
comparison with home grown produce.
Carrots are being sold in the local store at
76p for a kilo or seven medium sized
carrots. A packet of carrot seeds costs £1
and contains approximately 300 seeds.
From this about half will grow, so for £1
you get 150 carrots, which are also
organic. Not to mention the pleasure and
freshness of picking your own.

The Wychwood Project has an exciting
opportunity for volunteers to access the
countryside and socialise while benefiting
the environment.

If the idea of growing your own fruit and
vegetables appeals to you, there are
several ways in which Green TEA
(Eynsham Transition Area) can help you.

•

meet like-minded people of all ages

•

access areas of the countryside not
otherwise open to the public

•

help support the countryside
conservation aims of the Wychwood
Project

•

learn new practical skills such as
coppicing and pruning.

•

We plan to meet on the first Saturday of
every month starting on Saturday 7
November. We will work from 10 to 3
and you will be welcome to come for
some of the day or all day, depending on
your fitness and available time.
This new initiative will enable you to:

We have had the offer of an eight-acre
site in Eynsham. If enough people are
willing to help organise this, the plan
is to provide extra allotments and a
community orchard. We are also
planning to set up a mentoring
scheme for those relatively new to
growing vegetables.

‘We have also seen an increase in number
plate theft, so to tackle this we are
offering free anti-theft number plate
screws to residents in West Oxfordshire.
Once fitted, the screws can’t be removed
unless you break the plate. This deters
thieves as the plate would then be useless
to them. KJ Motor Car Engineers in
Witney has kindly offered to fit these
screws for free. Anyone wishing to take
up this offer should pop into the garage
and mention this offer.’

•

For those of you who need to start
with the basics, a group of us are
planning to learn on an allotment in
Cassington under the instruction of
an experienced gardener.

•

The Safer Communities Partnership is
also selling SelectaDNA property marking
kits to the public for £15. These kits can
be used to security mark any valuables
and register them on a secure database. If
the items are stolen and the police
recover them, they can then find the
owner’s details by searching the database.

Lastly we will be running a weekend
course in permaculture for both
beginners and experienced gardeners.
There will be a charge for this.

Anyone interested in any of the above
should contact Helena Nielsen on 01865
880685 or helena@nielsen17.fsnet.co.uk

Work will involve carrying out practical
tasks such as caring for young trees,
clearing out hedges and ditches,
coppicing, pruning and grass raking to
conserve calcareous grassland habitats.
All tools and equipment will be provided,
as will a welcome cup of tea and an
assortment of cakes! No experience
necessary.
For more information about the
Wychwood Project CAT (Countryside
Action Team) email Liz Brandom at
liz.brandom@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call
on 01993 814142 on Tues and Thurs; or
call Jane Bowley on 01993 814131.
www.wychwoodproject.org
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Education & culture
Stonesfield Library

group of both professional and amateur
musicians. Here is a chance to enjoy their
new programme, transporting us to the
era of the Baroque with similar style and
wit. The Stonesfield Players are hosting
this performance on Sunday 3 January
2010 at St James’s Church, Stonesfield,
beginning at 7.30pm. Admission is free
with a collection for the Village Hall and
the church. For more information please
contact Becki Sherlaw-Johnson on
891318.

Telephone: 01993 898187
Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

2.30–7pm
Closed
10am–12noon
2.30–5pm
Closed
10am–12noon

French circle
The next meeting of the French Circle
will take place on Monday 7 December at
Val Phillip's home – Chapel End, Churchfields (891455), 8pm. Everyone welcome.

The Thwarting of Baron
Bolligrew
The Stonesfield Players will be performing
The Thwarting of Baron Bolligrew on Friday
5 Feb at 7.30pm and Saturday 6 Feb at
2pm and 7.30pm. Sir Oblong fitz Oblong
is far too good and conscientious for the
Duke and the rest of his knights who want
a rest from succouring the poor and
needy. So he is persuaded to go on a
mission to the Bolligrew Islands to subdue
the wicked Baron, who tyrannizes the
peasants, pulls down churches and – most
terrible of all, so far as Oblong is
concerned – hunts all sorts of animals and
birds. Oblong's task is complicated by the
arrival of Dr Beelzebub Molloch, Professor
of Wickedness, Oxford, and by the local
dragon – a languorous but hungry
aristocrat. Will good triumph over evil?
Come along and be part of Sir Oblong's
adventures in a story that will amuse and
delight both young and old. For details of
ticket sales, please watch out for posters
around the village in January.

Jane van der Ploeg (898328)

All Hayle to the Dayes
Music for a Baroque and Georgian
Christmas and New Year
Being a most effective antidote to the
excesses of the season, sure both to clear
the head and lift the heart in festive
celebration of Christmastide. Conceived
and directed by Mr Jeremy White and
performed by the Passtime Ensemble
incorporating Hengrave Voices, The
Stonesfield Consort of Viols and The
Wilson Recorder Consort, all of whom
will perform upon a great variety of
instruments including fiddles, harpsicals
and the great Serpent.
Some of you will remember the excellent
medieval entertainment in Combe
church a couple of years ago from this
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Bach’s great masterpiece, the Mass in B
minor with soloists Siona Stockel, Lucie
Spickova, Ian Barratt and John Lofthouse.
Friday and Saturday 11 & 12 December,
7.30pm in St Mary Magdalene Church,
Woodstock. Tickets cost £11 (£10
concessions) at the door, £10 (£9
concessions) in advance (under 16s £5)
from Val Phillips, Chapel End,
Churchfields, Stonesfield (891455).

Niche marketing with a health
warning
3Score Publishing Limited is a writers’ cooperative dedicated to publishing books
by or about older people. To remind
members of the need to get their legacy
publishing accomplished, its logotype is
an hourglass. ‘The artist was told to show
the sands nearly running out,’ the
animator, Peter Clifton, explains. The cooperative has five members: Pam and
Ron Nixon, Priscilla Frost, Peter Clifton
and June Osborne.

North Leigh History Group
Tuesday 1 December A special event!
17th-Century Music with the Oxford
Waits. Including festive refreshments.
North Leigh Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.
Visitors £2, members free. All welcome.
Contact Diana Power 01993 882301 for
further details.

Poems by June Osborne is the first book
launched by the new publishers, using
the mutual assistance of the members in
editing, publishing and marketing her
work. It was launched – as was the new
business – on Monday 9 November at the
Rose and Crown, Charlbury. ‘Choosing
books like June’s is a very personal
decision by our members,’ says the
animator, ‘maybe even more than it
would be at an established publishing
house. We know June and have often
heard that wonderful dry voice reading
her own poems to other writers in the
Rose and Crown in Charlbury.’

Woodstock U3A – The University
of the Third Age
The speakers for Woodstock U3A for
December 2009, January and February
2010 are:
1 Dec
5 Jan

Poems by June Osborne costs £6.99. It can
be purchased at Evenlode Books,
Charlbury; the Woodstock Bookshop,
Woodstock; or directly from 3Score
Publishing Limited, Sothams Farmhouse,
Stonesfield OX29 8PZ. [peter@3score.
co.uk]. Contact Peter Clifton at 01993
891956 for further details.

2 Feb

Marguerite Osborne
Storyteller – Ghouls & Ghosts
Patrick Baldwin
Isambard Kingdom Brunel
Kate Morris
The History of Sobell House

U3A meets monthly at the Marlborough
School every first Tuesday at 2pm, and
new and potential members are most
welcome. Woodstock U3A now has 16
interest groups, all of which meet
regularly. Contacts for further
information: Mary Hawken (01993
812166) email: mary.hawken@talktalk.net
or Patrick Fitz-Gibbon (01869 347238)
email: patrick@fitz-gibbonassociates.co.uk

Woodstock Music Society’s
Christmas Concert
Paul Ingram will conduct Woodstock
Music Society Choir and Orchestra in
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•

Marlborough Community
Learning

Arts and Craft including the very
popular ‘Sparkle Days’ on 21+22 Dec
6+
Sports Activities, Themed party days
6+
Sculpture 8+
Make a Bag 10+
Nails and Party 8+

We are once again running many
courses, at various times and on various
days – evenings, afternoons and
weekends. Our current brochure is in
shops, Post Offices and libraries. Most of
the courses still have places available.
Sometimes course start dates are delayed
so please don’t assume that you’ve
missed something – ring and see!

•

If you would like a FREE copy of our
brochure please telephone 01993 813592
or email: comed.4560@marlborough.
oxon.sch.uk. Information is also available
on the Marlborough School website
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk Please
contact us for more details or to be put
on our mailing list.

Museum opening hours (free admission):
Tuesday–Saturday 10am–5pm, Sundays
2–5pm. Last admission 4.45pm.
CHRISTMAS: Closed: 24–27 December &
1 January. Open: Boxing Day Bank
Holiday Monday 28 December 10–5

•
•
•

•

Friends Lecture: Wednesday 2 December,
7.30pm. Treasures of the Ashmolean in their
new home by Jude Barrett, Education
Officer. Friends free – visitors welcome £2

•

The Oxfordshire Museum

•

Telephone: 01993 811456

Family Drop-ins this Christmas
No need to book, just drop in between 2
and 4 pm. £1 per child, no age limits. All
children must be accompanied by an
adult.
• Tuesday 22 December: Bobbin’ Robin
– Make a bouncing robin Christmas
decoration
• Wednesday 23 December: Woodstock
Wonderland – Make a 3D winter
Woodstock scene
• Tuesday 29 December: Four Seasons
Calendar – Create a 2010 calendar
showing seasonal images from the
Museum

Costs: £15 per day/£70 per week or
family ticket (up to 4 children from the
same family) £40 per day/£160 per week
(there is an additional charge of £2.50
per child per session for the morning
Chill Out session and £5 for the
afternoon). Eligible for those in receipt of
Working Tax Credit. We accept childcare
vouchers. Please ring for information.

Oxfordshire Craft Guild Christmas
Exhibition (Garden Gallery until 3
January). Designers and makers from
across Oxfordshire display a wide range
of traditional and contemporary crafts.
Perfect timing for purchasing special
Christmas gifts.

School’s Out Holiday Activity
Programme
9.30am–3.30pm with an optional Chill
Out 8.30–9.30am or 3.30–5pm. 21–23
December, 15–19 February
• School of Rock 11+

Treasures Gallery: Soldiers of Oxfordshire:
Part-time Defenders – the first 100 years
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Lovely lawned garden with seating –
wheelchair access
Awarded 4 stars by ‘Scores on the
Doors’ food hygiene rating
Fair Trade gift wrapping – lovely new
Christmas paper, gift tags & bags

Our Dinosaur Garden, with its dinosaur
footprints found at Ardley Quarry plus a
full size replica Megalasaurus, has won
the Royal Horticultural Society award
for the best garden to interpret ‘local
roots’.

Museum Café, shop and garden

We also run a School’s Out programme
every school holiday (apart from bank
holidays). Financial support is available
for this, please contact: Jenny Bodinham
at Marlborough School or your child’s
Headteacher, Family Support Worker or
Health Visitor for more information.
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Picture Gallery: Soldiers of Oxfordshire:
Winston Churchill – Oxfordshire Hussar
1901-1965

Gifts, cards, Aston pottery, books,
mince pies and delicious seasonal fare
Locally supplied produce

The White Horse Inn
Now open and under new ownership

THE BOOT STREET BAND (NICK HOOPER AND FRIENDS) WILL BE
HOLDING AN EVENING OF FOLK MUSIC, SPIRITUALS, BLUES AND
CAROLS IN THE BARN ON THURSDAY 17 DECEMBER AT 8 P.M.
ENTRY FREE BUT A COLLECTION WILL BE MADE IN AID OF
STONESFIELD PRESCHOOL.
PLEASE COME ALONG FOR AN ENJOYABLE EVENING.
Opening hours:
Tuesday–Saturday 12–3, 6–11 • Sunday 12–3 • Monday Closed
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Clubs & societies
On Wednesday 20 January at 8pm, James
Mitchell will give us an evening of
Flanders and Swann with singing and
recordings. Raffle, coffee and tea
available. Visitors £2.

Stonesfield Gardening Club
In December 2008 eight of us gathered
together and formed the SGC. One year
on and we have over 40 members, last
month holding our first AGM. Sylvia
Huddleston, our secretary, gave a brief
report of the year's activities which
included two successful plant sales,
several interesting speakers, a couple of
socials and an open garden evening on a
pleasant evening in July.

Jennifer Powell (891303)

Scrabble Club
Would anyone like to join us on a
Thursday evening? None of us are experts
– each of us is learning – and we do have
great fun. A really good social evening
ending with refreshments. If you’re
interested give me a call.

At the end of the business Helen Taylor
introduced John Alcok from Yarnton
Nurseries, who showed us a selection of
indoor plants suitable for Christmas.
More importantly he told us how to care
for them and keep them healthy beyond
the festive season.

Janet Melrose (891566)

Stonesfield Craft Club
The Craft Club met on Thursday 5
November at 7.30pm at the St James’
Centre. This month’s topic was to make a
card by stamping on to shrink plastic and
then shrinking the picture with a craft
heat gun. The stamps that we used were
based around Christmas tree baubles or
snowflakes. They were stamped in black
on to white Shrinkles or white on to
black Shrinkles, giving a very classic look
which, once cut out and shrunk, were
hung in black cards which had four
square apertures. It is so fascinating
watching the shapes shrink under the
heat gun. Everyone made at least two
cards each and was very welcome to take
more to complete at home. Once again
the members were mesmerized at how
easy it was to make cards that look so
very effective. We all had another fun-

On 14 December, our next meeting will
include a glass of mulled wine, mince
pies and a gardening quiz; a little taster –
‘Q. Where would gardeners keep their
brandy bottles?’ Come along and find
out! All welcome. Visitors £2.
We are, of course, dormant in January so
no meeting. Check your Slate for
February's program.
Wendy Gould (898091)

Stonesfield Society
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 16
December at 8pm in the Village Hall
Clubroom. We will be having a
Christmas entertainment, and mince pies
and a glass of wine. Everyone welcome.
Visitors £2.
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and was accepted. He was paid £3 a
week for a job in Gainsborough
repertory theatre. It was hard work as
they put on a new production each
week and a new part had to be learnt.

filled evening. There were eight of us at
the session.
Next month, Thursday 3 December, we
will be meeting at St James’ Centre at
7.30pm and would be very pleased to
see anyone who would like to join us in
making cards using another crafting
technique. We will be meeting again on
7 January at 7.30pm at the St James’
Centre. We’d like to take this
opportunity to say a very Happy
Christmas and a joyous New Year to
everyone.

Derek started to write stage plays in
1962 and has written about 30 since
then. He said that Sheringham rep put
on a good production of his play Threat.
He was asked to do one day’s work at
Pinewood Studios on Boys in Brown. He
was kitted out in Borstal uniform and
paid £2 but unfortunately his part ended
up on the cutting room floor!

Debbie Faulkner

Derek was a jobbing actor who would do
anything and at one time he was a male
model appearing in a catalogue
modeling casual wear, and on various
hoardings advertising all sorts of things,
including whisky and cigarettes. He
appeared in the original ad for NatWest
credit cards. Subsequently he went on to
appear in TV commercials and worked at
Shepperton, now part of Pinewood
Studios. He appeared with Dusty
Springfield in an ad for Mother’s Pride
bread. He first appeared on TV 40 years
ago and has been seen in episodes of
The Oneidin Line, As Time Goes By,
Colditz and Sorry with Ronnie Corbett.
More recently he has taken part in a reenactment for Crimewatch, and in
Eastenders.

Women’s Institute
Estelle Eddy, who has been unable to
attend meetings for some time, was
warmly welcomed back by us all. We are
sorry that Mai Snelling has had to resign
from WI on health grounds. The competition for a small autumn arrangement
was won jointly by Estelle, Avis and
Hilda.
The speaker, Derek Parkes, had come to
tell us about his life as an actor. At the
age of 14 his interest was aroused when
he joined a drama club. In those days
there was no TV and he used to go to
Music Hall, the Shepherd’s Bush Empire,
Chiswick Empire and the Metropolitan,
Edgware Road. Max Wall and George
Formby were his heroes.

Derek was thanked for having given us
an insight into his long life in the
theatre. Our next meeting is the Bring
and Share supper (members only).

Derek decided to turn professional and
joined a group called the Wayfarers (later
disbanded). In the Second World War he
was called up into the Royal Marines,
doing office work, but when he was
demobbed he wanted to become a fulltime professional actor. He answered an
ad in The Stage for a full-time student

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New
Year to one and all.
Brenda Oliver (891330)
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will be on 14 January at 2pm and we will
have Bingo. Back to normal!

Over 60s Darby & Joan Club
We met on a cold November day for our
meeting in a rather chilly Village Hall. We
began with the announcments which
included details of the Christmas Party –
members were issued with a
complimentary ticket as there will be no
charge this year. Details of the 2010
holiday, which many of the club members
enjoy, were given: a stay in Eastbourne in
June. If you are interested in this Avis has
some brochures and will let you have one
if requested. We always have a great time
together.

Alan and I wish you all a very happy
Christmas and a peaceful 2010.
Avis Ushaw (898134)

Stonesfield Folk Dance Group
. . . meet every Wednesday from 8 to
10pm at the Village Hall. In addition we
have a Valentines Dance on 14 February
from 3pm to 6pm. For more details email
pvdavis@talk21.com
Folk dancing is a fun way to keep fit.
• Exercises your body and your mind
• Easy to learn, with all levels welcome
• Friendly group activity
• Social dances at weekends
• A variety of styles of music, often
with live bands
• Low cost entertainment – maximum
£2.50 for a club night!
All at your local English Folk Dance Club.

Following an enjoyable trip down to
Bashley Park on the day of the Hampshire
tornado, members were asked if they
would like a lunch arranged nearer to
home in February – this received a definite
‘Yes’. We welcomed the new Age Concern
Lady ‘Ruth’, who told us about one or two
things available to help the elderly, and
she left a few leaflets. If we need more I
am sure we would be able to have them.
Avis showed members her copy of Frank’s
Story, which brought a lot of interest.

It’s not Strictly Come Dancing.. . . .
• No partner needed
• Wear what you want
• Beginners welcome
• Relaxed and friendly atmosphere
It’s folk dancing!

Our speaker, Debbie Faulkner, then
showed us how to put together a beautiful
Christmas card. Debbie had brought with
her enough material for each member to
make their own card and this produced
some really good results. Well done
everyone, and thank you Debbie for
coming along and brightening our day.

Sports & Social Club
12 Dec Quiz at 7.30 in aid of the Junior
Football Club.
17 Dec Bingo at 7.30

After a warming cuppa and biscuits, the
raffle was drawn, also a little touch of the
festive season among the prizes. Before
leaving we were reminded that the party
doors will be open at 5.45pm and please
remember your cutlery.
Our January meeting, weather permitting,
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Royal British Legion coffee
morning

October and raised over £2,000. A huge
thank-you to all who sponsored my
daughter and Harriet. I must say that I
was glad when they were safely on the
ground.

On behalf of the WI, Alan and myself, I
would like to thank everyone who helped
in any way to make this such an
enjoyable and successful morning. Those
who provided cakes, prizes and other
items to sell, those who helped on the
day, and those who gave donations.
Together we raised £250 for the Poppy
Appeal. Many thanks to you all.

Ali Evans

Halloween Fancy Dress Disco
The Halloween discos which we
organised on Saturday 31 October were a
great success. We had a good turnout for
the children’s disco and hopefully
everyone had a good time. A big thank
you to everyone who supported our
adults disco, bought raffle tickets and had
a go on ‘guess the weight of the
pumpkin’. We made a fantastic profit of
£850 for Breast Cancer Research.

Avis Ushaw

School Sweaters for Yamba
Thank you SO much for coming to the
Coffee Morning and to the Cheese and
Wine Party; the evening was great fun
and it was lovely to see so many people.
Thank you, also, to those of you who
couldn’t come to either event but
donated so generously. I also received
kind notes and letters from some of you
which really encouraged me – thank you.

We would also like to thank everyone
who helped us set up the hall and clean
up afterwards. A massive thank you to all
who helped with the bar from the social
club, and to those of you who kindly
donated raffle prizes, especially the White
Horse for their generous prize of a meal
for two.

So far, we have raised £1,458.50 to pay for
the school sweaters in Yamba and
donations are still coming in. Once again,
the folk of Stonesfield, and their friends,
have shown how lovely and kind they are.
Your generosity will bring real joy to the
people of Yamba and to Village Africa.

19 Dec Live Music with The John Berry
Band.

Sheila Maclean (898639)

The John Berry band is a local Blues/Rock
group with an excellent reputation. They
have recently supported other bands like
Wishbone Ash so they are a ‘must see’ act.

Charity sky dive, Salon
Copenhagen

Thank you to Dave Holloway for
donating the biggest pumpkin we had
ever seen – I know lots of you had great
fun trying to guess the weight. Mr
Theodorou won the pumpkin and he
kindly agreed to let us auction it off. It
went to the highest bidder for £17. Last
but not least, thank you to the Village
Hall Commitee for letting us use the Hall.

Cheryl and Harriet completed their sky
dive for Breast Cancer UK on Sunday 18

Elize and Scott Hunt
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Sport
Stonesfield Football Club

by successive defeats at home to Slade
Farm (5–2) and away at Charlton (3–0).
The latter result was particularly
frustrating as a win would have put clear
daylight between them and their fellow
strugglers. Looks like it could be a long
hard winter for the second string.

With the festive season just around the
corner there appears to be a glimmer of
hope among the First Team players that
they’ve just seen the first green shoots of
recovery for Martin Hall’s managerial
regime. A novice at the helm,
Stonesfield’s best defender has been
plying his trade up front in recent weeks
as his stock amongst the support has
resembled that of Scotland’s beleaguered
George Burley. Defeat in the President’s
Cup at Hinksey (4–1) followed by losses
in the league away at Bletchingdon (2–1)
and Rover Cowley (5–0) deepened the
autumn gloom. However, comparisons
with the blundering Burley seem to be
premature as Martin recorded his first
two league wins at home to Horspath
(2–1) and OUP (3–2). Could this really
be the first green shoots of recovery
alluded to above, that will see our lads
climb the table to a respectable position?
If the OUP game is anything to go by
then it could well be: inspired by the
magnificent Nick Higgs they recovered
from being two down to snatch all three
points in dramatic fashion with minutes
remaining. Clearly there’s still plenty of
hard work to be done but let’s hope they
take heart from that fabulous team
effort!

transfer of Founder Membership status to
a nominated person if you decide to
leave the club.

The club will be open in mid December.
Membership will be limited to avoid
overcrowding and Founder Membership
will be limited to 150 places. Founder
members will benefit from a price freeze
until 2012 (subject to any change in VAT
after 01.01.10), and from a Founder
Membership bond which will allow

Annual membership fees will be a
reasonable £35 a month, or £60 for a
dual membership. You can reserve your
Founder Membership for only £25. For
further information please telephone
01993 885207, email
fitness@eynshamhall.com or visit the web
site at www.eynshamhall.com/club

As winter draws near, The Vets continue
to be our most successful side so far this
season and they extended their
wonderful league run to four in a row
with a win at OCC (5–1). Unfortunately
that winning streak came to an abrupt
halt with defeat at Goring (3–2), though
they still remain top of the table. With
one game left before their winter
hibernation let’s hope our ancient heroes
manage one more win before bedtime!
As is traditional, this is the final Slate of
2009 and on behalf of The Football Club
I’d like to extend every good wish to
everyone for a very Happy Christmas and
let’s look forward to 2010 with
confidence and good cheer!

Christingle Service

Tom Flanigan (891979)

Eynsham Hall launches Health &
Fitness Club
This December, you can join as founder
members of the Eynsham Hall Health &
Fitness Club. The facilities are being
extensively refurbished prior to the
opening and will offer a fully airconditioned fitness suite, an exercise
studio for classes, a fully heated indoor
pool, mixed-use sauna, and a floodlit
outdoor tennis court. Members of the

Unfortunately sightings of The Reserve
Team’s green shoots of recovery seem to
be well off the mark, despite the fact that
they recorded their second win of the
season away at Bardwell (2–1).
Predictably, that great result was followed
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new club will also have access to the
grounds, the Gun Room bar, and the
first-class restaurant at Eynsham Hall.
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Sunday 6 December 2009
9.30am at Combe and 11am at Stonesfield

Do come to our special Christingle Service ~
make your own Christingle at the service
and learn about what it means.
Everyone welcome!
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Church news

time to time we woke up and checked,
there would be almost unbelievably the
glimmer of wrapping paper and the miracle of the arrival of hoped-for presents.

Anglican Worship in the Parishes
of Stonesfield with Combe Longa
Priest-in-Charge: The Revd Roy Turner
The Rectory, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon, OX29 8PR
Telephone: 01993 898552 – Email: r.turner131@btinternet.com
Stonesfield Churchwardens: Martine Smith-Huvers (898425) & David Gambier (898464)
Combe Longa Churchwardens: Bill Andrewes (891376) & Julian Freeland (891223)
[S]=Stonesfield, [C]=Combe Longa, [SJC]=St James’ Centre, BCP=Book of Common Prayer,
CW=Common Worship, Order One: in Stonesfield Modern English,
in Combe Longa Traditional English.
All Age Worship is worship for the family, of all ages.

family but somehow Christmas was
always an exciting and joyful occasion.

From your Parish Priest
Are you any good at waiting? It’s not easy
when you are looking forward to something exciting about to happen.
Christmas is like that. In actual fact the
season just before Christmas called
Advent means ‘a time of waiting for the
arrival of something momentous’. In the
church we are of course marking the time
when 2000 years ago the Messiah was
about to be born. Something truly
momentous!

Putting up home made trimmings
around the lounge and of course the fake
Christmas tree heralded the holidays and
the promise of mum’s scrumptious food.
We all loved to help her in the kitchen . . .
Well, lick the bowls out at least.
Meeting relations who lived far, far away
who would be somehow crammed into
our ‘three bed semi-detached’ was all part
of the festivities. For me and the rest of
the children it was like camping indoors
and therefore camping without the rain
that would invariably be the case in the
summer holidays. Makeshift beds in
already crowded bedrooms all added to
the fun. I remember being almost
breathless as we waited for our presents to
be delivered on Christmas Eve. I also
remember mum and dad trying to get us
off to sleep so that the magic could begin.
Then of course in the darkness, as from

As a child I have to say I loved Advent,
the run up to Christmas, and indeed the
season of Christmas, when dad was able
to be at home with us much more than
normal. As a child I would join my
brother and sisters beavering away and
deciding what presents we would buy
mum and dad and each other. I have to
say it was never a very expensive present
that we children selected for the others in
the family; the late 50s and early 60s
were quite frugal times for the Turner
December 2009/January 2010 Stonesfield Slate
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Advent then is a good time for us to consider these virtues and strengthen our
faith in God’s love for us. In the second
session of our Advent Reflections we deal
with trust in God and a great Christian
minister of the past, Charles Spurgeon,
helpfully brings this virtue of trust to our
attention: ‘Many men have enough faith
to trust God as far as they can see Him,
and they always sing as far as they can
see providence go right, but true faith
can sing when its possessors cannot see.
It can take hold of God when they
cannot discern Him.’

We could never understand, as children,
mum and dad’s reluctance to join in the
excitement at 3am in the morning . . .,
but they did! We of course had the usual
trouble about missing batteries and the
inevitable wait for them to make the
electric train work but the promise had
been fulfilled; the train had arrived.
I thought it would be good this year in
our Advent Reflections to consider as a
theme being ‘Ready and Waiting’. To
explore the patience we need for our lives
together, the trust and the expectation of
good things to come when we await the
arrival of the hoped-for blessings of God.
It seems to me that just as I needed faith
in mum and dad that the hoped-for
present would arrive so we need the same
kind of childlike faith to wait on God’s
good grace too.

If we are honest we would all say that we
have difficulty waiting. We like it much
better to have arrived. Perhaps, however,
this is a time of ‘Advent’ in your life, a time
of waiting to receive a blessing from God.
I am sure our Lord would say ‘Hang on in
there, Christmas will arrive.’ God bless
you at this time of Advent and Christmas.
Oh, and of course don’t forget to wave!
Rev Roy

S E RV I C E S F O R D E C E M B E R A N D J A N U A RY
Sunday 6 December [Second Sunday of Advent]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
All Age Worship: Christingle Service
11am
Stonesfield
All Age Worship: Christingle Service
Sunday 13 December [Third Sunday of Advent]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
Sunday 20 December [Fourth Sunday of Advent]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Matins [CW/sung]
11am
Stonesfield
Morning Prayer [CW/sung] with children’s Christmas
Workshop
Combe Longa
Village Carol Service
3pm
6pm
Stonesfield
Village Carol Service
19
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Christmas Eve: Thursday 24 December
3.30pm
Stonesfield
Crib Service – for all the family
10pm
Combe Longa
Midnight Communion
10pm
Stonesfield
Midnight Communion
Christmas Day: Friday 25 December
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Family Service with Holy Communion
11am
Stonesfield
Family Service with Holy Communion
Sunday 27 December [First Sunday of Christmas]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Parish Communion [BCP/sung]
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
Sunday 3 January [Epiphany]
8am
Stonesfield
9.30am
Combe Longa
11am
Stonesfield

Money Collections at Christmas Services
Loose money collections from the Crib Service, Midnight Communion and 11am
Christmas Day service will be divided equally between the Children’s Society and
Church funds. At the Crib Service, children often like to place a gift under the
Christmas tree – we would be grateful if this could be a gift of money (for the
Children’s Society), instead of a toy. It would be fun if children wrapped up a parcel of
money to look like a present! Thank you.
Carol singing around the village
See page 3 for details.

Stonesfield Methodist Church

dren would feel if the only present they
received was a shoebox containing maybe
a toy, perhaps a game, almost certainly a
toothbrush and toothpaste, a pair of hand
knitted gloves that might or might not fit,
a few pens and some sheets of paper. I
suspect that the reaction could be very
interesting and not at all positive. Yet for
many millions of children to receive a
filled shoebox is the most exciting event.
What if you receive nothing at all? What
if there is no one to give you a present?

Dear Friends,
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
All Age Worship
All Age Worship

Sunday 10 January [First Sunday of Epiphany]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
Sunday 17 January [Second Sunday of Epiphany]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung] with Scramblers and
Explorers
Sunday 24 January [Third Sunday of Epiphany]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30am
Combe Longa
Parish Communion [CW/sung]
11am
Stonesfield
Parish Communion [CW/sung]

I can hardly credit it but some people
have actually moaned to me about the
Songs of Praise broadcast last week. I
don’t think they were grumbling about
the bit with me in it but you never know.
The sort of complaint that I heard was
about it not looking like their church and
to be truthful we did have to turn it
round so that the BBC could get the
shots they wanted. But that seems to me
to be a very little thing compared to the
joy that the programme gave to the
majority who watched.

Sunday 31 January [Fourth Sunday of Epiphany]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
10am
Combe Longa
United Benefice Service [CW/sung]

I have been told that 2.3 million people
tuned in and by Monday the Songs of
Praise Unit had received lots of positive
responses. They were delighted. I hope
that you too were pleased with what you
saw. I trust that all your expectations
were met.

Sunday 7 February [Second Sunday before Lent]
8am
Stonesfield
Holy Communion [BCP/said]
9.30amCombe Longa
All Age Worship
11amStonesfield
All Age Worship

We are fast approaching a time of
expectation. . . . Christmas is just around
the corner. Our children will expect to
receive exactly what they asked for.

Mid-week Communion Service [said]
Thursdays 9.30am at Stonesfield – everyone is most welcome.

As I was checking some Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes the other day the
thought came to me about how our chil-
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Sometimes we should reflect how blessed
we are. Even when we feel that things are
not all they should be then they are likely
to be 100% better than for many in our
world.
We all, of course, receive a gift at Christmas. The gift of a child who changed
everything. Be glad this Christmas, know
yourself loved by God and richly blessed.
With my best wishes,
Richard, Methodist Minister ( 03178),
richard.donoghue@methodist.org.uk
S E RV I C E S I N D E C E M B E R AND
JANUARY
6 Dec 11am Revd Richard Donoghue,
Holy Communion
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purposes for His sojourn here, you have
to lift your thinking to the spiritual
plane.

13 Dec 11am Mr Ken Mumford
20 Dec

3pm Carol Service with
Revd Richard Donoghue

All of life here depends for its existence
on life in the spiritual world. For balance
and freedom to exist here, it must first
exist there. Over time, the hells had
become increasingly powerful – so much
so that the ability of people to defy them
was seriously weakened. All the
conditions the Lord healed represented
spiritual maladies even more than they
were physical afflictions. Lameness,
blindness, madness, death, chronic
illness – in the Bible these signify mental
states as well as physical ones.

27 Dec 11am Ms Anne Welch
3 Jan 11am Mr Ron Glithero
10 Jan 11am Revd Richard Donoghue,
Covenant Service
17 Jan 11am Mr Brian Drowley
24 Jan 11am Revd Rohama Karam
31 Jan 11am Mr Eddie Fowler
The Christmas Bazaar held recently,
raised over £500. Thank you to all those
who made this possible. Although the
weather was rather discouraging, we were
very pleased with the result. The kind
support is so very much appreciated.

By taking on a human body and human
weaknesses as Jesus Christ, God provided
an avenue of attack for all the
accumulated evil in the world. In effect,
He set up a giant ‘sting’ against the
nether regions and its inhabitants: the
hells thought, ‘Here’s another person for
us to overpower – a really good one,
which will make our victory all the
sweeter.’ At stake was the salvation of the
souls of humanity. Big drama, mostly
played out on a level we can’t see, but
glimpses of the struggle showed in the
Lord’s life here.

Roman Catholic Worship
St Teresa’s, Charlbury
Sunday Mass
Holydays
St Kenelm’s, Enstone
Sunday Mass

11am
9.30am
7.30pm
9am

Thursday 24 December (Christmas Eve)
Confessions at St Teresa’s 10–11am
Holy Mass at St Teresa’s
8pm

But the hells did not succeed. It looked
like they had, in all the events of Easter
week – but Easter Sunday showed the real
victor. Death – spiritual obliteration – had
been overpowered. Jesus Christ restored
the balance between goodness and evil
by re-establishing people’s ability to
follow goodness, to shun evil. Love did it
– God’s love for humanity’s spiritual
freedom. Quite a mission for a tiny babe
with such a gentle, humble start.

Friday 25 December (Christmas Day)
Holy Mass at St Kenelm’s
9am
Holy Mass at St Teresa’s
11am
Canon David Evans (01608 810576)

New Church thought
God was born into this world at an
extremely dark time, spiritually, for the
human race. To really understand His
December 2009/January 2010 Stonesfield Slate
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held responsible for any of the views expressed in
its pages nor does it endorse any of the products
or services advertised. The editor and the publishers reserve the right to edit any article submitted for publication though they will endeavour
to discuss any major changes with the author.

Piano and Electric/Acoustic/Bass Guitar Tuition –
Greg Hooper (BA York) will teach all styles to
pupils of any age and classical piano/rock guitar/
bass to an advanced level. Keen to help pupils
develop a style which enables them to play the
music they want to play. £10 per 1/2 hour lesson.
For more information please call 01993 891313.

Wanted

3-bedroomed or 2-bedroomed house
with room to extend in Stonesfield
Phone Mr Stowell 01235 533651
or 07525 974540

We are looking for a house in Stonesfield, 3 bedrooms minimum, approx. £390,000. No chain, as
house sold subject to contract. Please phone
07966 090761 if you have anything for us.

MICHAEL PRICE & SON
PLASTERING & SCREEDING
58 Ticknell Piece Road, Charlbury,
Oxfordshire. OX7 3TW
Tel 01608 811642 Mobile 07710 170049

Laura Ashley 2-seater sofa, chair and storage
footstool. Very good condition. £250 o.n.o.Tel.
07774 235669

Tuition in Latin, Greek & Classical Civilisation.
All levels from Common Entrance to Oxbridge.
Richard Lonsdale M.A. (Oxon).
Previously head of Classics
at Shrewsbury High School & Warwick School.
Please phone: 01993 891961/07985 053571

STONESFIELD
VOLUNTAR Y
TRANSPOR T SCHEME

P. Fletcher
Painting & Decorating

arranges car transport to doctors’
and dentists’ surgeries in Woodstock,
Charlbury, Long Hanborough, Witney
and Water Eaton Park & Ride
(for JR link)

tel 01993 891207 or mob 07884 430300

If you need a lift for a medical visit
during DECEMBER or JANUARY,
ring Verona Laughton on 898178

C. Wharton Tree Surgery

(If no reply, leave your answer on the
answerphone)

Chris Wharton

Please give as much notice as you can.
This is a free service provided by volunteers.
However, an envelope will be provided for
donations for costs.

Tree removal, including stump grinding
Tree pruning • Hedge trimming
Garden clearance • Logs

Fully NPTC Qualified

ARBORIST

Mobile 07971 018279

Dale Morris (898210)
22
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BRIDGMAN & INGHAM
Building Services

(fully licensed)
Local and long distance
Airports – Stations – Ports.
Up to 6 passengers, competitive
rates,
travel tokens welcome.
24hr service for pre-bookings

Extensions, Alterations
and New Builds
for free estimates
phone 01993 891730
or 01993 891607

Architectural, Construction,

Agricultural and Equestrian
Steel Fabricating Services

We can also provide a full welding
service in Steel, Stainless Steel,
Aluminium and Titanium, including
repairs to Steel, Aluminium
and Iron castings

Telephone 01993 891888

GRIMEBUSTERS
Quality wet or dry cleaning
of your carpets & upholstery
Free estimates & friendly advice
01865 726983 or 01993 868924

For a free no obligation quote,
contact Peter on:

Your local service
STEPHEN WILEY
ELECTRICIAN
Additions – Alterations – Rewiring
Surveys – Security Lighting – Cookers
Showers – Telephone Points
No job too small
1 Wilcote View, North Leigh, Witney
Oxon. OX29 6SF
Tel (01993) 882778/881409 Fax (01993) 882952

P A I N T I N G & DECOR A T I N G
Tiling · Building maintenance · General repairs
Quality work at a very competitive price.
No job too small. For free estimates, phone
Rob Taylor on 01993 831167 or 07930 966706

Traditional Chinese
Acupuncture

JEM
CHIMNEY
SWEEPING

www.midwinter-acupuncture.co.uk

The World Health
Organisation supports
the use of Acupuncture
as an effective treatment
for many conditions.
These include asthma,
backache, stress & migraine
For more information see
www.midwinter-acupuncture.
co.uk or call Helen
on 01993 705533.
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WITNEY WELDING

Woodstock Taxis

• NO FUSS•
•NO MESS •
• NO PROBLEM •
Tel: 01865 772996

MARRIOTTS
YOUR LOCAL
COAL MERCHANT

(01993) 868060
BOTTLED GAS & LOGS
TOP QUALITY TURF
TOP SOIL
MUSHROOM COMPOST
ALL AGGREGATES
INCLUDING
SHINGLES FOR DRIVES
(Laying service)
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Tel: 01993 891198
Mobile: 07751 678412

Email: Witneywelding@hotmail.com

Ring of Roses
Support for women going through
separation/divorce. If you are suffering
emotionally or financially and need help,
call Ali Evins on 01993 898498

Unit A, Farley Lane, Stonesfield,
Oxfordshire, OX29 8HB

D . J. R . MILE S

BATHROOM, PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS LTD
(Company number 4633496)

Winner of the:
Worcester Bosch environment 2007 installer of the year for sustainable heating and hot water systems
• WAI Worcester Bosch accredited installer
• Gas safe register engineer: registration: 37123
• Oftec oil fired engineer: registration: C4970/101/105e/600a
• Unvented hot water registered engineer
• Greenskies solar panel registered engineer
• Ground Source heat pump engineer
• Air to water source heat pump engineer
• Green Source air to air engineer
• Underfloor heating engineer
• 6084 city and guilds energy efficient domestic heating registered engineer
• Part P electrical engineer
• All types of central heating services, new energy efficient installations and design service
• All types of bathroom installations and design service

Address: Polperro, The Ridings, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon OX29 8EA
Mobile: 07860 142230
Telephone: 01993 891314
www.plumbingandheating4oxfordshire.co.uk
E-mail djrmilesbpheltd@yahoo.co.uk
www.worcester-bosch.co.uk
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Eynsham Hall

The venue that offers everything...

A. L. SOLE & SON
Funeral Directors

Conference facilities
Informal meetings
Weddings & events
Civil Ceremonies & Partnerships
Evening receptions
Christening & naming day functions
Birthday parties for kids and adults
Luncheons
Private dinners
Bar open to the general public
Product Launches
Charity functions
Grounds for marquee hire
Stag & Hen weekends
Accommodation
New Years Eve and Xmas Parties

Bidston Close, Over Norton,
Chipping Norton, ox7 5pp
A professionally qualified
Funeral Director providing
a dignified and personal
service at any hour.
Private Chapels of Rest
in a peaceful garden setting.

01993 885 200

For further information and to place a booking please call

Tel. 01608 644112

Eynsham Hall, North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX29 6PN
Email: events@eynshamhall.com www.eynshamhall.com

Cinderella’s
Beauty & Hair Salon, Middletown, Hailey

Please call Kate or Kerry
on 01993 702270
Vouchers, cards and gifts available
w w w.cinderellasbeautysalon.com

December 2009/January 2010 Stonesfield Slate
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Charlbury Christmas Trees
Come and choose your own Christmas tree growing
in the field. Have a fun time with family and friends.
• Thousands to choose from
• Norway Spruce and Blues
• Choose your own tree and label it ready for
cutting or choose a tree already cut
• Take your tree on the day or arrange to collect
at a later date
• While you choose, the children can find the
hidden animals
Open every weekend in December
9.30am to 4pm
Halcyon Honey Farm, Woodstock Road
Charlbury, Oxon 01608 810260

Turn off the A44 on to the B4437 to Charlbury and look out for the banners

STEVE HEYDEN
HOME CARE

DO YOU NEED
A PLUMBER?

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Plumbing
Heating
Bathrooms
Lead Work
Guttering
THEN CALL
PETE
THE PLUMBER
Phone 01993 891283

Painting and Decorating,
General Repairs and
Maintenance around the
House and Garden
Friendly reliable service,
competitive rates
For a quote, phone
01993 891773
or 07931 362735

No job too small.
Free estimates.
27
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YOUR LOCAL

Domestic
Appliance Repairs
WASHING MACHINES
REFRIGERATION
ELECTRIC COOKERS
TUMBLE DRYERS
DISHWASHERS

Professional
Descaler Available

Call Andrew

01993
891339

or
Mobile
07989 945971

ACE

Fixed price repairs to
include electrical
safety test
Electric cooker
connections both
freestanding
and built-in

BS7671 accredited

Full public liability cover
Same day, evening &
weekend appointments
normally available

GARAGE DOORS
&
REMOTE OPERATORS
GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS & SPARES
LOCAL RESIDENTS –10% DISCOUNT ON
STOCKED DOORS
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
01993 778836 / 01865 246444

Roger’s Gardens
• Complete Lawn Care
• Hedge Trimming
• Garden Maintenance/Clearance
• Garden Waste Removed
• Fencing and Patios
• Vegetable Plots prepared and cultivated
• Turfing

MANY WORKING DOORS & OPERATORS
ON DISPLAY AT:

SHOWROOM:
UNIT 24, AVENUE ONE, STATION LANE,
WITNEY, OXON, OX28 4XZ

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL Contract Work Undertaken
Phone 01993 708727 or 07719 815621

Car Repairs and Servicing

01993 700041

SERVICING, BRAKES, CLUTCHES, SUSPENSIONS, EXHAUSTS,
DIAGNOSTICS, MOT’S PREPARED AND ARRANGED

Alan Claridge Engineering is a garage in Witney that has been repairing
cars for over 20 years. I now live in Stonesfield and will collect your car
from your house and deliver it back free of charge. I service and repair all
makes of car so please call me to arrange an appointment.

December 2009/January 2010 Stonesfield Slate
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Jerrams Brothers Funeral Directors
33 High Street
Woodstock OX20 1TE
(01993) 811491

• Private Chapel of Rest
• 24-hour personal family service
• Pre-paid funeral plans

As the third generation of a funeral-directing family, Nicholas and
Benjamin Tonks believe that at the time of bereavement, compassion
and the families’ wishes are paramount. In partnership with the Church
and community we endeavour to give the bereaved as much care and
support as possible.
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Help!

Landscaping · Paving · Walling
Driveways · Fencing · Treework
Building maintenance
Hardwood logs delivered
Free quotations
Tel: 01993 891945
Mob: 07710 628248

GEOFF BOOTH

recommended by
manufacturers

Email: geoffboothlandscaping@hotmail.com

PAINT TECH

G Deep cleaning plus fast
drying for carpets, curtains
(at the window) and upholstery
...and more

Mobile automotive re-finishing

Painted bumpers, alloy wheels,
paintless dent removal, screen repairs,
interior trim and seat repairs

Help when you need it.

0800
085 6719
Freephone

Full body shop facilities

David Lee 07831 193999 7am–6pm

helpline

National Carpet Cleaners Association member no. 208
38 Merton Cl. Eynsham, Oxon

Established 1991

Evenlode Books

Callow
Farm Shop

Your local bookshop

Hundreds of thousands of books
available overnight*

The Ridings, Stonesfield, Oxon
Phone (01993) 891967

Order today,
collect tomorrow!
• Most books less 10% discount •
CDs and DVDs from £4.99:
hundreds in stock, thousands
to order

Christmas trees
available from
1 December

Evenlode Books

Market Street, Charlbury
01608 819117
jon@evenlodebooks.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Wednesday, 8 to 5
Thursday and Friday, 8 to 6
Saturday, 8 to 2

www.evenlodebooks.co.uk
*Normally next working day

Open Mon-Sat 10-1, 2-5 (closed Mon am and Sat pm)
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Christmas Gift Vouchers
from

Amlu’s General Store

Massage Time

1 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield
Tel/Fax 01993 898379

Professional Massage Treatments
Stonesfield

Freshly baked Bread & Pastries
Fine range of Groceries
Fruit, Vegetables & Flowers
Beers, Wines & Spirits
DVD & Video Hire
New range of Organic Products
Dry Cleaning

Stuck for ideas this Christmas?

Gift Vouchers for Massage available.
(and receive 50% off a massage
for yourself !)

Pamper…

Relaxation…

Calm…

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 7am–8pm
Saturday and Sunday 8am–8pm
Bank Holidays 8am–8pm

Soothe…

www.massagetime.co.uk
Tel: 01993 898016

Peter Gidlow is

PNG INTERIORS
Let me fix all your interior problems
from floor to ceiling.
No job too small.
I have 30 years experience in the building trade.
Prompt and reliable.
Phone now for an immediate free quote.
Tel: 01993 771455 or mobile 07964 913338
email: kmgidlow@hotmail.co.uk
93 Sherbourne Road, Witney, OX28 5FQ
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PELLMANS

Callow
Farm Shop

Solicitors

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford, OX29 4TB
YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS!
•
Business and Employment Law
•
Divorce
Finances, children
and cohabitation disputes
•
Property
Residential and commercial, agricultural
•
Wills, Probate and Trusts
Inheritance tax planning

The Ridings, Stonesfield, Oxon
Phone (01993) 891967

❖

This month’s special offer:
Winter warmer casserole meats
Oxtail £2.99/lb or £1.99/5lb or more
Middle neck lamb £1.97/lb
Shin of beef £2.29/lb
or £1.99/5lb or more

❖

FREE RANGE TRADITIONAL
FARM FRESH BRONZE TURKEYS

ORDER YOUR
CHRISTMAS
TURKEY
NOW!

Tel: 01865 884400 Fax: 01865 884411
mail@pellmans.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Wednesday, 8 to 5
Thursday and Friday, 8 to 6
Saturday, 8 to 2

At Callow Farm we produce a limited
number of the finest free range bronze
feathered birds. To the highest “Golden
Promise” standards of the Traditional
Farmfresh Turkey Association.

Home visits and evening appointments available

To order or for more information please
fill in the form or contact the shop.
How to order
Please reserve a Free Range Bronze
Turkey
Size (approx) .................................................
Name ..............................................................
Address ..........................................................
.........................................................................
.........................................................................
Postcode ........................................................
Telephone .....................................................
As turkey numbers are limited we advise
you to complete the order form and return
as soon as possible to:

In summary our birds…
are specially bred for flavour
are grown slowly and for longer for
full maturity
are fed high quality natural food stuffs
and are never given antibiotics or
other additives for growth promotion
enjoy the freedom of the open air
are hung for ten days to allow the
wonderful flavours to develop.
How we Guarantee your turkey

Callows Farm, The Ridings,
Stonesfield, Witney, OX29 8EG
Telephone 01993 891967
Email: dave@callowfarm.fsnet.co.uk
Web: www.callowfarm.co.uk

Reared and produced with the
greatest care by ourselves.We are
dedicated to the production of the
finest traditional farm fresh turkeys
December 2009/January 2010 Stonesfield Slate
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leigh edwards

* N EW INFILL PLOTS *
* C HANGE OF USE *
* R EDEVELOPMENTS *
* B ARN CONVERSIONS *
* G ARDEN DWELLING PLOTS *
* F OR COMPLETE PLANNING ADVICE *
G. Soame Planning & Development Ltd
Planning Consultancy,
Architectural and Property Services
Call 01993 772799 for further details.

divorce & family law solicitors

Granny annexes

Extensions

HAS YOUR PROPERTY
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL?

children

e
c
r
divo

cohabitation

“A very empathetic and
compassionate solicitor,
who works hard for her
clients to achieve the
best outcome possible”

Andrew A. Adams FCCA
Chartered Certified Accountant

for a

Quality personal service for your
Accounting, Taxation and Business needs
Competitive fees agreed in advance

“An excellent service,
combining efficiency
and objectiveness
with sensitivity and
humanity”

Fly to Geneva
from Oxford Airport
this winter
Departs every
Saturday 19
December - 13 March,
Great choice of hotel,
self catering and
chalet accommodation
available.

free initial appointment call
01865 884436

www.leighedwards.com

Free initial meeting

Worton Park nr Yarnton

Telephone: 07790 854574
01993 891280

Regulated by the
Solicitors Regulation
Authority

R BAREFIELD
PLUMBING & HEATING

14 Busby Close, Stonesfield, Witney, Oxon
Tel/Fax 01993 898529, Mob 07870 453168

It couldn’t be easier for you to get to some of the world’s
finest ski areas this winter with a brand new flight direct
from Oxford airport to Geneva. Leave the hassle of Gatwick
behind and get your next holiday off to a great start.

All types of plumbing and heating work
Gas Safe registered
Energy efficiency certified

Call in or visit our website for details.

Just the Old Job
All maintenance and upkeep of your garden
undertaken
- Lawns and grassland
- Hedgecutting
- Tree Work (inc. reductions)
- Garden/scrubland clearance
- Weed control
- Sheds/fences treated or painted
- Turfing

6-7 Waterloo Walk, High Street, Witney, OX28 6EU
Tel: 0844 4119359 mob: 07766 406759
e-mail: greatexperiencetravel@tarsc.net
www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk

Any works considered . . . at good rates!
Tel 01993 898381 or 07811 598958
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SC

Salon
Copenhagen

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield OX29 8PZ
Telephone (01993) 891101

Unisex hairdressing salon in Stonesfield
• Styling, treatments and hairdressing advice

• Kathrine, Cheryl & Harriet, our fully trained professional stylists
• A very friendly and welcoming atmosphere
• The salon is modern and with the latest techniques
• Ladies, gentlemen and children catered for
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